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'^ Happy indeed are those millions of humble Cbristians, 
who, from the publication of the Gospel to our own times, 
have received the doctrines of the Bible by the simple 
means of their Catecbisin, and the instructions imparted by 
their Christian Pastors, and so ordered their lives as not to 
wish those doctrines to he false / How infinitely more happy 
is the lot of these humble Christians than mineP* — R^v. J. 
Bianco White's Poor Man^s Preiervative against Popery, — 
Dialogue I, page 19. 
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sweet meats tc^ether with me ; in the house of God we walked with consent, 

*l Even the man of my peac^ in whom I trusted, who ate ruy brem, hath 
greatly supplanted me.**— Pra/m«, liv. v. 13, 14, 15, ondxl. o. 10. 
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CHAPTER I. 



INTBODUCTION. — ACCOUNT OF^ MB. B. WHITE, AND HIS LATS 
WORKS.— OUTLINE OF HIS HISTORY. — HIS INFIDXLITT IN 
SPAIN, ANI> SINGULAR CONYERSION IN SNGLANB. — TRUE 
ACCOUNT OF. TKB INQUISITION^ — KM. WHITENS FALSE AS* 
8XBTI0NS RESPECTING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, AND HER 
AUTHORITY. 

Our divine Redeemer declared, in confirma- 
tion of the prediction of his Prophet, that *' a 
man's enemies should be they of his own house- 
hold :'** and his Church has, at various times, 
found the bitterest enemies in those whom she 
had nourished in her bosom. She has had reason 
to exclaim : ^^ I have b|'ought up children, and 
exalted them, but they have despised me-^'t An 
enemy of this kind has appeared of late, in the 
person of the Rev. Joseph Blanco White, 
M. A. B. D., in the University of Seville; Licentiate 
of Drdnitj/ inthe University of Osuna; formerly 
Chaplain Magistral (Preacher) to the King of 
Spain, in the Royal Chapel at Seville y Fellow^ 
and once Rector of the College of St. Mary a 
Jesu of the sametozm ; Synodal Examiner of the 
Diocese of Cadiz; Member of the Royal Aca* 
demy of jBelles-Lettres of Seville, Sfc. Sfc; now 
a Clergyman of the Church of £«g&[wrf.— Accus- 
tomed to be reviled by those who have been 
taught to hate our Religion from their infancy, 
who, misled by prejudice, blinded by interest, 

♦ St. M«tt. », 36. t Isaiah, h «. 
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or enslaved by party, have never correctly in- 
formed themselves of our real principles; we 
have .in general little fear that from such 
assailants the weak should find a scandal, or our 
friends a stumblinff-block. But when a man, 
whom our Church nas honoured and cherished^ 
not onlv forsakes her fold, but does his utmost to 
betray her to her enemies, we feel with the holy 
Psalmist : '^ If my enemy had reviled me, . I 
would verily have borne with it. And if he that 
hated me had spoken g^reat thinfi;s against me, I 
would perhaps have hid myself from him* But 
thoUy a man of one minci, my guide and my 
/amiliar, who didst take sweetmeats together with 
me, in the house of God we walked with con- 
sent."'i^ Our Redeemer complained in these af* 
fecting terms of the perfidy of one of his owi\, 
Apostles : he who was silent under his other suf- 
ferings, felt the treachely of his friend, more 
deeply than the malice of his. open enemies. 
^^ Even the man of my peace, in whom I trusted, 
who ate my bread^ hath greatlj supplanted 
me."f 

Though Mr. White has, too unhappily for him- 
self, fulfilled theimportof these words, and greatly 
laboured to supplant the faith in which he was 
nurtured, there is no reason to fear that his works 
will seduce anv to imitate his appstacv. Catholics 
know too well the voice of their &itnful pastors, 
to listen to the call of a hireling ; they are too 
well acquainted with the true teatures of their 
Religion, to be allured by the revolting carica- 
ture under which this man would exhibit her por- 

« Psidms, liv, 13, 14^ 15. f Paslm zl, 10. 
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trdt. But there may be some of other commu- 
nions, with whom the priestly character of this 
writer maj so far weigh, as to lead them to give 
credit to all his statements concerning the Catho- 
lic Religion, and we are persuaded that the 
pompous enumeration of his former honours in 
the title-page of his works, was not made with- 
out some idea that such an effect might be pro- 
duced. It may be naturally thought that a priest 
must be a creditable witness on the subject of 
Catholic Faith ; and that great must he the supe- 
riority of another creed, which could prevail 
upon a man so talented and honoured to give it 
the prefereftce. This, in general, is quite rational 
to suppose ; and certainly if a priest of holy and 
edifying life had left the communion of the Catho- 
lic Church, embraced another creed in preference, 
and were faithfully to exhibit the Faith of Catho- 
lics, honestly expose his objections to it, and 
shew honourable motives for leaving it ; what 
he said might merit attention. But it will 
he easy to shew, from Mr. White's own works, 
that the features of bis case are widely different ; 
and that he is a very incompetent witness against 
the creed of his forefathers. 

Mr. White is the author of two works against 
oar Religion. The first is entitled ; " Practical 
and Internal Evidence against Catholicism." It 
is an octavo volume of nearly 300 pages : its 
style is laboured and obscure ; and its whole 
argumentation so tedious, that though many 
may have talien it up through curiosity, few will 
have had patience to go through it, and much 
fewer can have felt satisfied with its perusal. It 
was written, as Mr. White tells us, for the higher 
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classes ;. and we should have left it to have its 
due soporific effect upon them in their library 
chairs^ if Mr. White had not soon after put forth 
his '^ Poor Man's Preservative a|9[ainst Popery ; 
addressed to the lower classes ;" in which he 
throws off the reserve of his first work^ and 
declaims with unmeasured virulence against m, 
whom he styles as opprobriously as the worst of 
our enemies, Romanists and Papists. This latter 
work is printed in a cheap form ; tlie profits are 
to be given to the *' Society for promoting Chris- 
tiao Kuowledge," and no doubt this redoubtable 
production will b0 added to their list of works 
against Popery.^ Perhaps thus industriously 
spread among tliose classes of the conmunitj, 
who are .already sufficiently prejudiced against 
Gatbolica^ and who have not often ttie means of 
reading or hearing any thing in our defence, this 
production of Mr. White's may add more ani-» 
inosity and increase unjust prepossession against 
the Faith of Catholics ; and the present work is 
undertaken to defend, our Religion from the evil 
report which Mr. White's writings havegiven of it ; 

* The writer of these pages sent some time ago to the 
Society above-named fbr all the works they had on sale 
against Popery. He received fifteen tracts of the most 
violent and calumniating character, imputing to the Catholics 
abominable tenets which they never held, and grossly mis- 
representing what they do hold. Let those attend to this 
who are so loud in complaining of works circulated by 
CathoHcs. Let them point out one which charges Pro- 
testants with doctrines which t^ey disclaim t and let them 
say if it be not a disgrace to a Society which professes to 
promote Christian Knowledge, to lend itself thus to the 
propagation of calumny, misrepresentation, and bittemeaa 
agamst so great a proportion of the Christian world. 
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and in order that where his poison has reached, 
an antidote may be soon at hand. It will be 
found to contain a close examinatron of both the 
above works ; principally, however, following 
the text of the *^ Poor Man's Preservative against 
Popery." It must be observed, that the plan of 
both Mr. Whitens books is much the same ; as is 
the order pursued in each* The latter is little 
else than a reduction of his larger work to a 
cheap form, and a more intelligible style for the 
unlearned ; and as might be anticipated^ it vili- 
fies the Catholic Faith in terms more undisguised 
and unsparing. Every thing material in both 
works shall be noticed in the present publication. 

The " Poor Man's Preservative '* contains 
four Dialogues between Mr, White, and his 
reader. The title of the first Dialogue is as 
follows: "An account of the Author; how the 
Errors of the Roman Catholic Church made 
him an Infidel; and how, to avoid her tyranny, 
he came to England, where the knowledge of 
the Protestant Religion made him agafn embrace 
Christianity.*' The account which the author 
gives of himself is extraordinary enough : the 
reader will do well to attend closely to its out- 
line ; and judge if the subject of it can be 
at all a competent exposer of Catholic Faith or 
Discipline. 

It appears from the a^ccount in both works, that 
Mr. Joseph Blanco White was bom in Spain^ 
though of Irish extraction : that at the age of 
fourteen, he decided on studying for the Church, 
and was ordained priest at twenty-five. Soon 
after he was made a chaplain to the King of 
Spain, and obtained all the cAher honours enur- 

b3 



6 CfiAPTCfiJ. 

liiei^led in the tide grtvea ftbove frool bisiiEtifer 
mofkn About two years after, or somewhat less, 
he beoftme an absolute h^idel/ and though he had 
r^iaun€ed ChriHianitff in his hearty as he himeelf 
teil9 us, he oootinUeo . for ten years to perform 
albthe dutids of a priest, to teach with the basefit 
hyfM>crt8y what' he did not believe, to receive the 
Gonfidenoe of numbers in the sacred tribunal of 
confessioo, who gave it, as they thought, 1s> a 
ihlttifal Inenister ; add, in fine, to carry on a 
complete system of <«ieception upon ioaumerable 
unsuspecting Christians. At last, in 1810, he came 
to Englatid, where he proceeded by a curious 
route to. the ministry of the loaves andjishes. 
He tells us that be was first moved by hearing a 
hymn siiug in a church in London, which must 
have been powerful indeed to move a man who 
had hebrd and recited, so many hundreds of 
hymns in the course of his ministry in Spain, and 
was proof against them all. Tnen he took a 
very ^imp/e me^oi/, as he says, to work round to 
Ghrtstiwiity again : he said the Lord^s Prayer 
tvery morning for 'three years ! A simple me* 
thod truly ^> and mueh^stm^er and lighter to flesh 
and blood than faavii^ to say the sadie Lord's 
Prayer more thane dozen times a day inhisrBre« 
viary ; besides a great number of hvmuK^ psaknd, 
lessons, prayers, and antiphons. In three years 
then, about the year 1814, he becckrae a<jlergy* 
man of the' Church of England, subscribed .the 
ilrticles, and beca(me:tut6r to^the son of a Noble- 
man. What Catholic will envy the Church of 
England the possession of such a man ? wliat Ca* 
tholic will not rejoice that such a deceitful sfaefp-^ 
herd shou)d cast off the sheep's clothing, and 
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thereby an end be pat to hU cruel imposition 
and devastation among the unsuspecting taithful ? 
The Church of England, howeTer, was near 
losing this precious prize ; for, after professing 
himself a Protestant, this very consistent man 
tells usy that be was again strongly tempted in 
his faith, and inclined to Unitarianism ; and in 
Huch a degree that '^ he feared his Christian faith 
bad been extinguished." Howerer, he settled 
again to the Church of England, and this is the 
outline of the history of this valuable acquisition 
to the establishment.* 

Mr. White is very anxious to make it appear, 
that immorality and levity did not prepare the 
way for hi& renunciation of Christianity. ^^ I de- 
clare" he says, " most solemnly, that my re- 
jection of Christianity tX)ok place at a period 
when my conscience could not reproach me with 
any open breach of duty, but those committed seve-- 
roll/ears heforeJ*'' What is this but an acknow- 
ledgment that vice did prepare the way for his 
infidelity? He has told us that, at the age of 
fourteen, be was very pious and virtuous : he 
rejected' Christianity about the age of twenty- 
seven ; so if he had committed open breaches of 
dutt/ several years before, it is clear from his own 
account, that during the important years of col- 
legiate retirement and preparation for the sacred 
ministry, he was guilty of open sins; and it is 
easy enough to understand how so unworthy a 
preparation might justly deserve a subtraction of 

* Wjiat would Swift have said of such a ** Convert from 
Popery" ? His usual remark was : *' I wish, when the Pope 
tueeds his garden, he would not throw his nettles over our 

waur 
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djvioe Grace, gnd might cause hioi to &11^ hf. 
littlQ and little, into the gulf of ii](6delity. llie 
mojst deplorable falls from Faith . are not alwayS: 
immediately consequent upon immorality; bvit. 
the secret judgments of God are often working 
th^ir.$low. but certain vengeance; and those opew 
breach^Sy which Mr. White acknowledges to have 
cpmmitted before his ordination, (to say nothing 
oi secret sina, which he does not disown), may 
indeed have deserved, by an ordinary judgment 
of theAlmighty, the loss of the precious, gift of 
Faith soon after it. Faith, as Mr. White knows 
and declares, is, a jre^per/za^z^ra/ gift, and he. will 
never. persuade us tljat the.Gt)d.of goodness and 
jjjstiQe would have deprived him of that precious- 
gift, axid left him to fall into infidelity, if he had 
been as immaculate in morals a3 he would have 
us believe. His own evidence condemns him; 
clearly on this bead, and places it beyond all 
doubt^ that his progress to unbelief was not diffe- 
rent from that of so many before him ; who (as. 
F. O^Leary used to say) "never laughed att 
their Catechisms till, they had lost their inno-. 
cenoe." He tells us that he read the works 
of able French, authors, against intidelity, and 
other works, of the. same kind, and. that hc) 

{ireached an elaborate. Sermon against unbe- 
ief * ; yet all in. vain — he soon after, bordered on^ 

* The occasion of this Sermon, Mr» .White tells us, was 
the coming of a Koyal Brigade to worship the body of Saint 
Ferdinand. Why did Mr. White employ this word, which he 
knew is usuall}'. understood of supreine adoration due to God 
alone, and never paid by Catholics to the Saints P This is a 
fidr specimen of the disihgenuousness and insidious misre- 
presentation of the Catholic Reli^on^ throughout the two- 
wwks. "^ ' . - 
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AtbeisQi. Can any one believe, that a man of 
sincere piety and upright moral conduct^ would 
have been left thus to^ink into the absolute de- 
nial of Christianity ? . 

At page 11 of his Preservative, Mr. White, 
speaking of a neighbour tviio boasts of being an 
infidel, says, that be feels quite assured, that if 
the man would '^ abstain from open sin, and 
pray daily to his Maker to lead him into the 
Truth, he would soon become a sincere Chris- 
tian." How comes it then, that the same means 
did not preserve Mr. White from leaving Chris- 
tianity ? Probably he found that it is not enough 
to abstain from op£n sin ; if he even did so much. 
The grace of God is too fatally lost by secret 
sins, which do not epenly appear to men, but are 
avenged by Him " who searcheth the reins and 
the heart." 

To extenuate his own apostacy, Mr. White 
would have it believed that a great portion of 
the Spanish clergy are unbelievers in their hearts. 
There was a Judas among the Apostles; and it 
is no wonder if there are bad Priests among the 
Clergy of any country. It is in the economy of 
Providence to suffer tares among his corn, and to 
'* let both grow till the harvest :" but it will not 
be believed on the testimony of an apostate, that 
a great portion of the Clergy are tainted with 
inndelity. The assertion only shews what kind 
of company Mr, VV,hite kept in Spain. 

But it is time to examine what were the 
weighty arguments which overturned the belief 
of Mr. Blanco White. The Catholic will be 
surprised and amused to find, that the srave and 
important reasoning which shook this writer 
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was the old worn^-out &laehood,- so soften obj^rcted 
to Cathpllcs by the nanie of the vicious circle* 
And Mr. W. pretends that it was thespontaneoa^ 
suggestion of his own mind. Certainly no proof 
of. mental vigour is exhibited in such a discovery* 
" I believe/' eaya Mr. W., '* that the reasoning' 
is not new in theological controversy." Not 
new, indeed ; for every course of divinity exposes 
the falsehood, and Mr. W.-must have met with 
it many times over before he took his degrees in 
theology. " I believed," says he, ^^ the infalli* 
bility of the Church, because the scripture said 
she was infallible; while J had no better proof 
that the Scripture said so^ than the assertion of 
the Church that she could not mistake the Scrip*' 
lure. In vain did I endeavour to evade the 
force of this argument i indeed, I still believe it 
unanswerable." . What an acknowledgment for 
a Licentiate in Divinity ! To be staggered by a 
fallacy which ^ny student in logic can detect. 
This only proves more clearly that Mr. W. did 
not then possess the unclouded rectitude of 
mind which eyer accompanies a spotless life. 

Now, to reply to this unanswerable argument s 
— it is easily shewn that Catholics do not reason 
in a circle. To constitute a vicious circle, there 
mi^st be two propositions, equallj/ unknown^ mur 
tually used to prove each other against the same 
opponents^ and in the same way of demonstration* 
But the authority of Scripture, and the authority 
of the Church, are not equally unknown / for we 
pre persuaded, first of - the authority of the 
Church by motives of credibility ; and next^ tbe^ 
Churph thus known to us proposes the Scripture 
as the word of -Cifpd, and the Scripture aianifestljf» 
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con6rros the authority of the Church. Nor are 
the authority of Scripture and that of the Church 
used against the same opponents ; fot* against in- 
fidele the Scripture is proved from the Church, 
which is known to them by other motives of 
credibility ; and against heretics the Church is 
proved by an argumentum ad hominem from the 
Scripture, which they admit. Nor are these au- 
thorities used in the same way of demonstration ; 
for the authority of Scripture is proved h pos- 
teriori^ the cause from the eflFect, by the authority 
of the Church ; and the authority of the Church 
is proved a priori^ the effect from the cause, by 
that of the Scripture. Such a method of prov- 
ing is quite common : the existence of God is 
proved from the existence of bodies, and the 
existence of bodies is proved from the existence 
of God, The skill of a physician is proved hy 
the cure of diseases, and the cure of diseases by 
the skill of a good physician. If we have to 
deal with one who denies both the authority of 
Scripture, and that of the Church ; we first prove 
the authenticity of the Bible in the same way as 
that of any other book; and secondly j demon- 
strate that the writers of it must have been in- 
spired : in the third place, we shew from the 
Scripture that Christ instituted a Church, and 
promised that it should not err. When this is 
done, we propose the truth and canonicity of the 
Scriptures to be believed now with divine faithy 
from the authority of the Church, which we 
have found. Where is there a vicious circle in 
this argumentation ? 

It is somewhat strange that Protestants should - 
charge us with a circle, when they themselves 
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eannot avoid faUiiig into one by tbeir oim* 
method* For when we ask tbem .why tb^ 
belieTe this or that book to be canonical, tkejr 
reply, because their own private examinatioa 
has convinced them of it ; and when we furtheir 
ask, how they know that their own private exa^ 
mination i&a sure way of distinguishing between 
books canonical and apocryphal, fhey reply that 
the Scripture expressly tells them that, it is*. 
Tkus they believe their private judgment sufficient^ 
because the Scripture says it is sufficient ; wkile 
they have no better proof that the Scripture says 
sQy than their own private judgment that they 
cannot mistake the Scriptures. Let Mr* White 
compare this with bis own grand arguneoC 

! Quoted above, and >see where the vicious cirda 
les. 

. The Catholic Church has a double atuhority '.9» 
one as an illustrious society^ and the Chureb «f 
Christ ; another, as being by hts promise infaU 
)ible in points of Faith. But if he had /not gives 
her this privilege, she. would yet have been the 
most illustrious society upon earth ; because she 
wonld have had a law&l mission and succession 
from 'the Apostles, with many thousand maftyrs^ 
holy doctors, and ^nqaeaCionable miraclas. Her 
testimony would even so have been evidencM 
enough to make im believe what she .proposed 
as revealed truths ; though no authority but tint 
of God could be the. proper motive of divine 
Faith. Our Saviour gave testimony .to 8t..Jcdni 
Baptist, . and St. John gave testimony lo oor 
Saviour : but such as knew Christ firot mighty 
upon his word, believe 'St« John; and suih 
as first knew SU John ipight^ upon 'St. Joh&'s 



dHA^tBR i; IS 

word believe in Christ. So those who know the 
Ofaurcb, by theDnarks it wotild have had although 
the * Scripture had never been written, may 
believe the Scripture, because the Church bid$ 
Ihem ; and tliose who believe the Scripture, 
before they know the true Church, may believe 
the Church because the Scripture bids them. 
^ For/' says Augustine, *' there are not so many 
heresies against the Church, as there are texts of 
Scripture for it.'** 

Mr. White confesses that such was the powerful 
effect of this grand argument upon him, that from 
the moment he believed that the Roman Catholic 
religion was false, he had no religion at all, and 
lived without God in the world. (Preservative, 
page 9.) The reader, with whom he holds the 
supposed dialogue, says he rnight at least have 
trieu some other Church before he became an 
infidel. Mr. White's reply deserves particular 
notice. ** You forget,'* he says, " that I was in 
a country where the Roman Catholic religion 
played its accustomed s^ame of Christ with the 
PopCy ^r no Christ. The first thing that a true 
Roman Catholic teaches those who grow under 
his -care, is that either all that the Church of 
Rdme believes is true, or all that is contained in 
the Scripture is false. To believe that the 
Gburch of Rome can be, or is wrong in one single 
atticle of her creed, is, according to that Church, 
the sUme as to disbelieve the whole Gospel." It 
appears then that ten years of infidelity have 
made Mr. White forget, among other things, that 
the great St. Augustine said : ^^ For my part, I 

• * In Psalm ctlvu, sec. 16. 
c 
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would not believe the Gospel^ lailesa tbd aufha^ 
tityofthe Catholic Church induced me to^t.- If 
you forbid me to believe the Catholics, you trise 
dn ill course to bring me over to your perstiasions 
by the Gospel ; because I believed the Gosdq) 
itself upon the recommendation of the Cat^-* 
lies."* In the judgment of Bt. Augustine, to^ 
reject the authority of the Catholic Ctairph, is to* 
overthrow Christianity, Ld; Mr. While re«K^iiM 
ber that the Church of Engkuid profe«ae& io: 
venerate the writing of the early fathens/ 4^d 
if he has an V sincerity left, let him nol;.|»lk>| 
Catholics playing their ^^ accustomed ^ame^" Jesl 
he be found to ridicule the most illttstriona doctor 
of the Church. 

Having ^^ thrown off all allegiafiiae to ftb0i 
Cluristian religion, though / tried^'* hewjBf^^ta^ 
efypy myself and indulge mydeme^ LcQnld^^il^ 
neither happiness nor comfort. I li v<Nl tefi* yoav g 
in the most wretched and distresg^d fiUrte-of miod; 
nothing was zmniing to my being hapmi, but tbe^ 
liberty of declaring my opinions. "f WhatevAf^ 
then, had been his previous conduct,. it i»av«^we4 
here that he abandoned himself to lieentionen^fitf 
when he had forsaken his faith. Thii^. is«U jn 
character ; but how comes Mr. White toisay 9pw^ 
T*^now that he professes to be a Chrisliaa ail4a 
Church of England minister — ^that in that deplo^ 
Table abyss of infidelity and vicious indulgjeocey 
nothing was wanting to his being happp IhiI the 
liberty of declaring his opinions i Does this tell 
well for his sincerity and rectitude at present, to 

^ lib, contra Spist. Fimdamenti, cap, 4et 4k 

t Presenratiive, pages 11 and d* \\:«S 



CHAPTER U 15 

declare tkus to the wavering Christian that he 
nay plunge into infidelit]^ and immorality, and 
yet nothing will hinder him from being happy, 
provided he can declare his opinions freely f 
Ohj we do not envy the Church of England such 
apatched^up proselyte ! These are only stronger 
evidences against his boasted purity of morals 
before his infidelity. He never learned in the 
bosom of the Catholic Church, that infidelity and 
vice could give any real happiness to their de- 
luded victims ; or that liberty of declaring their 
opinions is all that is required to make such men 
happy, 

> Ten years Mn White spent, acting daily as a 
minister and promoter of a religion in which he 
did not believe ; and when the various duties of 
eCaiholk priest are considered, a more complete 
instance or hypocrisy and deception can scarce 
be imagined than that to which Mr. White pleads 
guilty. During those ten years, he must have of- 
ten recited and sung the Divine office in public at 
ieatft— in private, of course, he did not wear out 
many breviaries, — ^he must have pretended many 
liundred tines to say Mass, deceiving thousands 
of sincere Catholics, who little thought they 
were assisting at a diabolical imposture, for roost 
probably he omitted or nullified the most sacred 
parts of the sacrifice, and could have had no 
serious intention at any time. He must have 

{reached and pretended to enforce what his 
eart afiected to deny — he must have received 
the most sacred confidence of many souls in the 
tribunal of confession and how cruel was the 
imposition he practised upon their confiding 
candour! He probably was called to prepare 

c 2 
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tbe nek and ^yhg for ih^f moft AW^fuLp«i9du|l 
(o eterbity ; anS the miod shudder^,, at im 
ihoii^ht of poor souls in the straits pf,4e|k)^ 
toeing, at the mercy of a wolf in , sheep's clptjbipg^ 

i^.oes Mr. W. think he c^ty find a palljfiti^ix fi^ 
lis impostures in pretending ih^ihe wtaiaxonip^lki 
fo be a hypocrite? Would any mind', ^itk.4f$ifi£^ 
principle of natural rectitude left, with iiny^aeiW 
of honour and sincerity remaining, hnv0 costaeptiPd 
to pursue a lengthened CQurse , of :de€ef>(i09 
like* this? No : better a thou^a^id timesv sH|d 
inore honourable, to e;Kpo8e himself to p^ril^^ibi^ 
to become the base deceiver of thousands. ol^.i^ 
suspecting Christians. He . prft^nds^.la Mve 
been afraid of the InquisitU)ni.Alld 4%.V«iry;Ia)iij} 
at)out the tyranny of the Church of Bpi|i^;vhiuft lit 
jcomes out that another reason weighed hje^vijedH^ 
jthe fear of afflicting his parents.; fof be^tfdlam 
what anyone could rea^iily 0e?e-*-t.Iuitf he; j^puM 
have gon^ to, North America^ hut tho»|o/i^Q,of(by 

J arents withheld! him ; so that ra^thef tbaii i^riQVf 
is narenjt^i,, he remained a hypp<^>t^'^ lJtl^,ws$ 
unlifiely that,hi^ (:leric»l emolyjii0nt«k.<hiu). i 
stronger hold upon an infidel than, filial i^Sbai* 
tioii; and when the. French came, at JpM) and 
pnt bis revenues injeppardy,. an(|^U:t|iingfi.ia 
Cpiifusion^ he probably niovea Qfl^» Jbr the best .of 
all reasons — because he wa3 obliged* - * 'f 

Mr. Wbitei in his hopk fop tbi^. Jpweir elaaaioi^ 
Points II) fearful colours th^e Jn^uiedition aiid th^ 
tyranny, of th§ Church of Rpfi|^.f . He alway puts 
religious tyranpj ^n italjcf^ and illiisiratea il by 
such stfokes.^s tb© f(>Uowmg J-tr^'.Thd Popes.cf 
Roufe believe th^t they hav« pi irigbt to nUige all 
men who bay^ bepn lmpti3«(frby tbetr prieslsi to 
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continue Roman Catholics to their lives* end. 
A Roman Catholic, who is not protected by Pro- 
testant laws, is all over the world a slave. The 
Roman Catholic religion in itself, and such as 
the Pope would make it all over the world, if 
there were no Protestant laws to resist it, is the 
most horrible system of tyranny that ever opposed 
the welfare of man/' Could not Mr. White con* 
tent himself at least with the truth; and not thus 
outrageously vilify and misrepresent the religion 
of his fathers ? He knew very well when he 
wrote, that the Popes of Rome believe no such 
thing as that they have a right to oblige people 
to continue Roman Catholics. The Popes have 
no separate articles of faith from those of the 
Catholic Church throughout the world ; and Mr. 
W. well J&npws that he can produce no shadow of 

Eroof that such an absurd tenet was ever believed 
y the Catholic Church. That church has ever 
believed it obligatory upon her to use every 
means which the Gospel puts into her hands to 
keep her children from being seduced by false 
teachers ; namely, the means of exhortation, 
reproof, and all such correction as is consistent 
with personal liberty ; but it is no part of Catho- 
lic Faith that people are to be any other way 
obliged to continue in her communion. Mr. 
White knew, too, that a Catholic is not a 
slave all over the world, where there are 
no Protestant laws to protect him. He knew 
that English Catholics were truly free before the 
very name of Protestants was heard of; and^ 
alas ! he was not ignorant that Protestant laws, 
so far from protecting them, have made them 
slaves in their own land. There are no Protes- 

c 3 
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taut 1avr$. in Fran^e^ nor in ttia^y otb^r ^pimbtlFi^s 
of the ^lobe, wlier^ CaUiolicfi #r^ very .ftir from 
belp^ slaves* To say that ibe Jlomaip^ C$l4b<^ie 
religion iiai itself |s the eiosli borrllije.sydtcim of 
tvranny^ W ^a^ing $. gv^at deal moi^ iMi^r. 
yf, vi:oul4 b^ .able to prove : and he .4oe8 not 
attempt U> support it by any proof, except a ve- 
ieadont deplamatiao against tho Inquisitiodi. 
This i^ leading bis readers falsdy to imagine 
that the Inquisition is an essential companion of 
Qatbolieitjr, tbat we ca<inot be tnie Cathk>lios 
without #p{iroving its allied pru6ltie9»; Tbeae 
are monstj^ons mi^^representatiofie, *aa a few plain 
8tatomentt( wili abundbntly 3hew* • > 

Tbat the Inqnisition is no part of onir Religion, 
.]&. manifest fcoai tbe plain faets Ihat: the Catholk 
Rel^on esjisied : 1 ,800 years in every part • of the 
globe wkt^ut any tribunal of the \m4 ; tliat 
tb^re are vei^> many cQuntriea in wkicb fil was 
fiei^^er estabVisbe<i, . tbongh the Catholic :F^ith 
flourished in {tb^m;^iid that the. Pope$^j with all 
the religious tyranny. with wbkb Aln W-a-e** 
Broaches theni, never refufied .io«olMAowlec%e the 
C!athoU<^. of those eonntrie^ equally i with iboso 
who hi$d an Inquisilion» :Few^if ianjrrGalholios 
fa France or in this jiingdom, mill praise tbe H«- 
4(ii$itioB or its proceedii^ ;-. but.'ao many. fetslBt 
bopds and exagge^atk>na haye been pti?ppasated 
against 4hat tribnnaji, that it iabatjnst to d^in* 
guisb truth froin felsehood in its. regards - 

The Inqnidtion, as all history t^stifieSi waa 
pev^r iist^lished in any kingdom, but by the coor 
9ent^ wd soaiestimea even at: the request ofita 
sovereign, tt is essential to keep this point ttea* 
xlily in viow^ for deislaimers against the In^tvai? 



tion dwdys donceal it;' ^nd Mr. White, like tW 
reet, tries to make it believed that it is solely 
the Pope's Tribunal, '* established,** he aay^, 
^^ kept up, and managed by and under the Pope's 
authority." But if this were th^ case, it would 
be natural that in Rome, where the Pope is ab- 
solute sovereign, spiritual and terapbraf, the 
Inquisition would be the most eruel and saneiii* 
nary, whereas the contrary is a well known tact. 
The Roman Inquisition ie the mildest of all-; 
DO example is recorded of its punishing any one 
with death ; and if Mr. White had been sincere, 
he would not have written a charge so triuniph^ 
antly contradicted by this striking fact. The 
many EAglish that have visited Rome will testify 
that Pix)testants can enjoy perfect liberty and 
aecuritj there, and even assemble for their own 
worship without fear of the Inqui&iUoii. After all, 
wlien a Spaniard is reproached with the rigours 
of the Inquisition, he may reply, that far less 
blood has been shed by aU the Inquisitions ever 
.established, than lias flowed in France and Gei*- 
fluany, from wars in the cause of religion ; and 
that the Intjuisition has, at kast, secured Spain 
from the poison of infidelity which has infects 
almost every other nation of Europe. There is 
Uttla doubt but that if once those who profes<s to 
be Atheists and Deists beoaito our masters, they 
would establish an Inquisition more rigorous 
than that of Spain, against those who retained 
any respect for religion ; witness the horrors of 
Ibe French Revolution; witness the sentence of 
Rousseau, in his ContratSocial^ upon any one who 
would not act conformably with his Civic ReU> 
gum : — L^ him be punished with death i 
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But let us follow Mr. White to England^ and 
see how he profited of his escape from the 
horrors of Popery. He tiells us that the un- 
meaning ceremonies of Catholics had made him 
sick of Churches and Church Service. If Mr. 
-White had ever done his duty as a Priest, he 
would have examined the ceremonies of our 
Church more closely, and would have found that 
no one of them is without meaning. Very many 
have produced the most striking effects upon 
strangers who witnessed them, and have proved 
the beginning of far ttore valuable conversions 
than Addison's Hymn caused in Mr. Blanco 
White. Why, then, does he thus condemn our 
venerable ceremonies by wholesale, when he 
knows that the greater part of them are of the 
highest antiquity, and are only unmeaning to 
those who have ^^ said in their hearts^ there is no 
God ?" He affects to have been moved with the 
** beautiful simplicity" and ** warm heartiness" 
of the Book of Common Prayer. Did he not know 
that whatever beauty that Book contains, belongs 
to the Catholic Missal, Ritual and Breviary, from 
which it is often literally translated? Yes, he knew 
all this; but his studied malevolence against the 
Catholic Church prompted him to conceal it. 

After saying the Lord's Prayer every morning 
for three years, and reading raley's Evidences, 
Mr. White teJls us that he was enabled "with 
humble sincerity to receive the Sacrament ac- 
cording to the manner of the Church of Eng- 
land, which appeared to him to be, of all human 
establishments^ the most suited in her discipline, 
to promote the ends of the Gospel ; and in her 
doctrines, as pure and orthodox as those which 
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were founded by the Apostles themselfes." This 
sentence owns k great deal niore^ probably, than 
Mr. White meant to acknowledge. The Church 
of England may be the best of human establish- 
metUs ; and if Mr. White was in search of no* 
thing higher, he did well to turn in there. The 
Catholic Church is no human establishment ; ft 
claims, a divine foundation^ and to have been 
bbilt by t^e Apostles themselves, which Mr. 
White here, admits that the Church of England 
wad not, as indeed all the world knows. 

When Mr. White, soon after, was wavering 
between the Church of England Doctrines and 
Unitarianism, he tells us that, in the midst of all 
bis doubts, he presented himself at the Sacra- 
mental Table. We should be glad to know what 
dispositions he possessed for receiving tlmt 
which, whatever the Church of England believe 
it .to be, she considers Faith at least quite neces- 
sary to receive. In fact Faith is the whole of a 
Protestant's Communion ; for if he expects to re- 
ceive Christ at all in his Sacrament, it is only by 
Faith that he considers himself to partake of His 
hody and blood — so that Mr. White, in the judg- 
ment of a Protestant, must have had glorious 
dispositions for Communion, with bis mind fuU 
of doubts about the Divinity of the Son of God. 
However, this communion wrought wonders, if 
we are to believe Mr. White ; for after it he 
found himself stronger than ever in the Creed of 
the Church of England. 

After detailing his various fluctuations in reli- 
gion, Mr. White is forced to give testimony to 
the truth in these remarkable words : '' Happy, 
indeed, are those millions of humble Christians, 
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who from the publication of the . Gospel to our 
own times, have received the doctrines of the 
Bible by the simple means of their Catechism^ 
and the instructions imparted hy their Christian 
Pastors, and so ordered their lives as not to wish 
those doctrines to be false ! Sow infinitely more 
happy is the lot of these humble Christians^ than 
mine P'* This is a true Catholic sentence. Our 
Church has ever proceeded upon the simple 
method here commended : and if Mr. White still 
thinks well of it, why has he joined a communion, 
which by extolling private interpretation, and 
making every man independent of pastoral in- 
struction, acts completely at variance with the 
Elan, which Mr. White here pronounces to be 
est calculated to make millions happy ? But 
let the candid reader mark well the avowal con- 
tained in the words we have put in italics; and 
say if.they do not refute his whole book, and if it 
be not just to exclaim 2 " De ore iuo tejudico /"+ 
Towards the close of the First Dialogue in 
Mr. White's " Preservative," he is asked this 
question: ^^ Do you believe then, sir,ihatthe 
Koman Catholics are not Christians ?" . He 
answers, that though he has knowia most sincere 
followers of Christ amongst them, he is convinced 
that Catholicism, by laying another foundation 
than Christ, by making the Pope, with his Church, 
if not the author^ certainly the ^m^Aer of their 
Faith, exposes its members to the most imminent 
dan^e^ from the arguments of infidelity. If Mr. 
White has known most sincere followers of Christ 

* 

* Preservative^ pages 19 and 20» 
t St. Luke^ XIX. iS^. 
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amongst Catholics, our religion cannot be so bad 
as he otherwise labours hard to represent it ; if it 
were possible for him to have been a sincere fol- 
lower of Christ in our communion^ he need not 
have left ; nor is there any room for the exulta- 
tion he affects to feel at his change from it. 
There cannot be any thing radically bad in a 
communion, which is capable of forming sincere 
followers of Christ ;* and therefore the charge 
of making the Pope the finisher of our faith, and 
building upon another foundation than Christ, 
is as contradictory and inconsequent as it is false 
and malevolent.f How will Mr. White attempt 



* Hebrews, jtii. 2. 

f This question which Mr. White puts to himself in the 
Dialogue, is as embarrassing as the celebrated one which' 
St. Francis, of Sales, put to Theodore Beza ; and Mr. White 
will find it as difficult as that reformer did to avoid ifs over- 
whelming consequence. St. Francis, of Sales, asked Beza, 
whether salvation was attainable in the Catholic Churcfi ? 
Beza lefl the room to consider ; and after walking about in 
an agitated manner for a quarter of an hour, he returned to 
St. Francis, and said : '* We are alone ; I can expose mj 
real sentiments ; yes, I believe salvation to be there attain- 
able." St. Francis, availing himself of an answer which gave 
him such a manifest advantage over Beza, observed, that he 
must then believe that the Catholic Church was the true 
Church ; because if it were not the Church established by 
Christ, salvation could no more be attainable out of it, than 
security from destruction could be found out of the ark in 
the deluge. Beza made no reply ; and St. Francis asked, why 
then he had left the Catholic Church ; for, he observed, 
nothing but the absolute impossibility of being saved in the 
Catholic Church could justify such a separation from its 
communion. Beza was extremely embarrassed by this and 
other questions of the holy prelate, and became towards the 
end very violent and even insolent. But the immoveable 
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to iprove' 60 odious an accusation ' against the 
Gutholic Church ? In: what book ofDivinity^ or 
in what profession of Faith did he ever fiad 
Catholics holding doctrines 'which by anj per- 
version, but his own, could be <Knistrued into a 
blasphemous opposition to the wbrds of the greftt 
Apostle, who directs us ever to look ^' on Jesusi,' - 
Hkemakar VLudJinhher of Faith?'' Mr. \ybke 
knows very well that we have ever believed 
Christ Jesus our Lord to be the supreme bead #f 
pur Church : that we only obey and revereude 
the Pope as his vicar and representative on eaith: 
that in submitting to the authorijty of the Church, 
we believe ourselves submitting to Divine autho- 
rity delegated to the Church by those memorable 
words, to the latter part of >vhit1i Mr. White 
#ould do well to attend \ ^* he that heareth'you, 
heareth me ; and he that despiseth you^ despiseth 
meJ*^* Hqw, then, can the monstrous charge be 
substantiated, that we blasphemously malce'the 
Pope with his Church the finisher of our Faith? 
Our Church proposes nothing to our Faith but 
what she received from the Apostles, and was 

meekness of St Francis mode him ashamed ^ his violence, 
tgid he at last made a handsome apology. 

Libertinism contributed not a little to the apostacy of tins 
unhappy man* When he was asked in confidence by Des- 
bayes what was the leading reason which connected him 
with the Calvinists, Beza cdledin.a bisautiful young Womati 
wha lived with him, and said : '* That is theprincipal reason 
TfFhich cODvioc^ me of the excellence of my religion." Det- 
hayes was. struck with horror at such an answer, especially 
as Beza was then adTanoed in year?. See a full accoUtU "of 
St. Francis t conferencei vAtk B^xa. in the life of th&'Smini^ 
kyMoTMoUier.Al.baok^. ' ^ ^ 

:* St. Lake, ex.. 16. 
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taught from the beginning^. Every article of our 
creed comes down to us, hallowed by the concur- 
rent testimony of eighteen centuries ; sanctioned 
by Fathers, councils, and holy writers, attested 
by the blood of martyrs, and illustrated by the 
spotless lives of innumerable ^^ most sincere fol- 
lowers of Christ." But how is it with our ad« 
versaries ? And how does Mr. White attempt to 
shew that Catholics are more exposed than Pro- 
testants to danger from the arguments of infi- 
delity ? 

^^ The Romanist," he says, '^grounds his 
belief of the Bible on his belief in the Church 
of Rome; the Protestant, on the contrary, 
grounds his respect for the Church to which 
be belongs, on his belief of the Bible."* We 
must stop here to remark, that if by the '^ Church 
of Rome," Mr. White means the Catholic 
Church in communion with Rome, we shM not 
deny, that we believe the Bible upon the au- 
thority of that illustrious Church. St. Augus- 
tine, as we have seen above, was not ashamed 
to believe it from the same authority, and we 
shall not blush to follow his great example. Let 
Mr. White shew how he himself came to be- 
lieve in it ; how he would ever have possessed it, 
if the Catholic Church had not preserved it for 
him ; or how he could have known what parts to 
believe as Scripture, and what to reject as not 
Scripture, but from the testimony of that Church 
against whom he ungratefully rebels. He may 
talk, like other Protestants, about the internal 
testimonies of Scripture, its force and efiicacy to 

* Preservative, page ^. 
D 
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Goiivioce our minds, &c ; but all these were the 
same in the fourth and fifth century as they are 
now, and yet SL Augustine, ivith all his learning 
and acuteness, solemnly owned, that his only in^ 
ducement to receive the Scripture was the autho- 
rity of the Catholic Church.**A word also upon 
the second part of the sentence. Mr. White had 
told us bafore, that he joined the Church of Eng^ 
land, because it appeared to him the best calcu- 
lated of all human establishments to promote the 
doctrines of the Gospel. If, then, a Protestant 
considers his Church as a human establishment, 
why does he look for it in his Bible ? or how can 
he be s^id to '^ ground his respect for it on hie 
belief of^ the Bible?" But Mr. WUte goes on 
with more inConsisteQcies. He tells us that the 
Protestant ^' has a church which leaves him free to 
try her authority by her conformity with the Scrip* 
ture8#.^,. A true Protestant Church.... will leava 
her members in perfect freedom to desert her) 
and choose their own Christian guides, but God 
has rewarded this generous forbiearance^ byajpi* 
propriatin^ it to the Protestant Churche^^Sfc.^^ 
and to this he applies the words of our Blessed 
Saviqur, '' By this shall all men knowi that yoQ 
are my disciples, if you have love one towards 
another.^' How glaring is the absurdity of all 
this! How will the Church of England admire 
this singular exhibition of her wisdom and con- 
sistency ?. Here is some mention of Church an* 
thoritff, which comes out to be no authority at 
all$ for all the members may judge of it as .they 
please, receive or reject it as it strikes their fancy, 
and stay in it, or leave it, equally to the Church's 
satisfaction. Can this be the Church which Christ 
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appointed to guide us into all truth, with which 
he promised to abide for ever ? When St. Paul 
exhorted the faithful to be " obedient to their 
prelates,* and be subject to them," did he mean 
that they mis^h-t forsake them and choose their own 
Christian guides f When the same great Apos- 
tle said, '^ Remember your prelates who have 
spoken to you the word of God, whose faith fol- 
low^'^f did he mean that they might choose 
their own faith, and believe as they pleased ? — 
" Generous forbearance" indeed, to let every 
wolf come and scatter the sheep, and let poor 
souls be tossed about with every wind of doc- 
trine ! O let such forbearance have the reward 
which Mr. White assigns it ! Let it be appro- 
priated to Protestant Churches. We have no 
wish to see the Church of Christ permitting false 
teachers to invade her flock by a cruel forbear- 
ance. We know who has said, " the hireling, 
and l^ that is not the shepherd, whose own the 
sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and 
leaveth the sheep, and flieth," &c4 — And this, 
according to Mr. White, is the precept of our 
Redeemer, '^ to have love for one another 1" 
That is, to see one another in danger of being 
^' led away with various and strange doctrine8,"§ 
and yet be indifterent about our brethren's follow- 
ing truth or error, walking in light or darkness. 
This is a false charity, a cruel kindness, a fatal 
indifference, far removed from the true love which 
should characterize the disciples of him, who is 
^^ the way, the truth and the life." 

* Hebrews, xiii, 17. t Ihid. 7. 

X St. John X, 12. § Hebrews, xiii, 9. 
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Mr. White favours his readers with a quotation 
from a Protestant Bishop, Bedell, whom he calls 
'^ a pious and amiable ^ishop^"^ and who calum- 
niates the Catholic Church in this pious, and 
amiable and truth-telling style : ^^ Without ex- 
pecting Christ's sontence, theOhurch of Romecuts 
with the temporal sword^ hangs, burns, draws 
those that she perceives inclined to leave her^ or 
have left her already." Are we to be falsely 
accused under the name of piety and amiability 
too ? Are we never to obtain a hearing, when we 
protest that the act of individuals ought not 
to be charged upon our body, when they are 
not done as beius dictated by our creed, but by 
the mistaken juogment of particular persons } 
How- often must we declare, th^t our Church 
claims no temporal power, and has never taught 
that any imfortunates were to be e^rporallly 

Kmiished merely for forsaking her communion*! 
[r. White follows up the quotation with strong 
iftvecUves against the wiles of Rome^ the tyranny 
q( the Pope, and such men of straw of his own 
majdug ; let him indulge in these rhapsodies/ for 
in all these things words go for nothing. He 
must produce pvoofi, and better proofs than the 
'' pious and amiable" calumnies above noticed, 
belbre he can merit the attention of. any ratioml 
and considerate Christian. 
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OHIGIN OF PROTESTANTISM,— WHAT IS CALLED THE REFOR- 
MATION PROVED TO HAVE BEEN UNLAWFUL IN PRINCIPLE, 
CRIMINAL IN MEANS, AND FATAL IN EFFECTS. — SPIRITUAL 
. AUTHORITY OF THE POPE. — FALSE CHARGE, RENEWED BY 
MR. WHITE, THAT CATHOLICS ACKNOWLEDGE TEMPORAL 
AUTHORITY IN THE POPE. — HIS ATTACK ON THE CATHOLIC 
CLERGY. — HIS ERRONEOUS ACCOUNT OP THE DOCTRINE 
OF EXCLUSIVE SALVATION.-— THAT DOCTRINE PROPERLY 
STATED AND EXPLAINED. — TRUE ACCOUNT OF THE AI 
BIGENSES, AND VAUDOIS, OR WALDENSES. 

Mr. White professes, in the beginning of his 
second Dialogue, to give the origin and true 
principles of Protestantism. The origin would 
be easy enough to give; but the second part 
of the undertaking is no easy task. Who can 
give the true principles of Protestantism, which 
has no fixed principle, except enmity to the 
Catholic Church, in which all the many sects of 
Protestants devoutly agree ? They allow every 
one the boasted liberty of forming bis own 
principles as he pleases^ of speaking what he 
believes, and believing what he pleases. A 
man may ihake out whatever he chooses from his 
Bible, provided be does not find the doctrines ot 
the Catholic Church there, and be a very good 
Protestant. It is absurd then to talk of pointing 
out the true principles of those, who boast of 
having liberty to adopt any that they imagine to 
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be taught by the Bible. But let us examine how 
Mr. White proceeds to his task. 

^' The Roman Catholics/' he says, ^' would 
fain persuade the world that Luther is the au- 
thor of our religion. But such as are learned 
amongst them, cannot but know that Protestants 
acknowledge no master, on religious points, but 
Christ" Mr. White is very sore that it should 
be thought that Protestanls should follow Luther; 
and yet, a short time before, he was loud in ac- 
cusing Catholics of laying another foundaium 
than Christy and making the Pope, if not the 
author J at least ihejinisher of our faith. Haw- 
ever the truth comes out a little farther oo, at 
Sage 48, where he sayS) ^^ Luther and* the 
Reformers, zsDho established our Church*^^ No 
Catholic ever charged Protestants with es^aking 
Luther above Christ ; but they regard him Jis 
the instrument of God in reforming Religion, 
and they are obliged to owa that he estdbli$bed 
their Church. This is enough for us; Luthes's 
own writings testify, his character, and it is easy 
to shew that the Almighty would never have 
chosen such an instrument to reform his.Churcli; 
if we could for a moment suppose that his Church 
could need any I'eform in faith, after he had 
expressly promised that his H6ly Spirit dMiuki 
guide it into all truth. 

Mr. White professes to have carefoUj ex^ 
amined the works of Luther, and assures his 
reader that the well-known conference of Luther 
with* the Devil is a calumny. It may be that, he 
examined them in a library where the memorable 
seventh volume is kept out of sight ; as is know^i 
to be the case in certain libraries in England. 
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But if be did examine the seventh yolume, with 
what fece can he pretend to deny, that Luther 
acknowledg'es having had this conference with 
the Devil ? Let Mr. White look again ; and in 
the seventh volume^ and in the treatise De Unct. 
et Missa Privata, foL SS8, 229, 830, of the 
Wittenburg edition, in 1558, he will find the 
whole account, of the first part of which the 
following is a faithful translation. ^^ It happened 
to me," says Luther, ^^once at midnight, to 
awake on a sudden. Then Satan began this 
sort of disputation with me» ^ Hear, Luther, 
he said, ^ most learned doctor, dost thou know 
that even for fifteen years, thou bast celebrated 
private masses almost every day? What if 
such private masses should prove to be horrible 
idolatry?' To whom I replied, M am an anointed 
priest,..! have done all these thin^ by the com« 
mand of my superiors, and in obedience to them : 
this thou knowest.^ ^ That,' he said, ^ is all 
true ; but the Turks and Gentiles also do all 
things in their temples out of obedience.' In 
these straits, in this combat against the Devil, 1 
wished to overthrow the enemy with the arms to 
which I was accustomed under the papacy, &c. 
But Satan, on the other hand, urging me more 
strongly and vehemently, said, ' come, then, shew 
me where it is written, that a wicked man can 
consecrate, &c.' And Satan pressed me further ; 
\ Therefore thou hast not consecrated, &c. What 
is this unheard-of abomination in heaven and 
in earth ?' '' Besides this, Luther has published 
to the world, that he held frequent communica- 
tions with the Devil ; and the writers of his life 
speak of many other apparitions of the Devil to 
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liim. Now, for Mr. White, after (hese well- 
known passages, to attempt to persuade his 
readers, that Luther's conference with the Devil 
had no other foundation than ^^ the spite of the 
Roman Catholic clergy," is monstrous and dis'- 
gracefuL It only shews how much Mr. White 
dreaded the clear inference to be drawn from 
Luther's own acknowledgment ; namely that he, 
who by Mr. White's own admission, e^^ofr/Med 
the Protestant Churchy learned the most material 
part of his Reformation, the abolition of the 
mass, from the Devil! 

^^ It is nothing to us," says Mr. White, ' *^ by 
what instruments God was pleased to deliver us 
from the impostures and tyranny of the church 
of Rome. If Luther had really been the worst 
of men (which is the reverse of the truth), &c." 
Does then Mr. White mean to make his readers 
believe that Luther was a good man ? The 
contrary is evident^ even from his own account 
of himself. He acknowledges that wtiile he was 
a Catholic, he spent his life in austerities, in 
watchings, in fasts, in prayer, with poverty^ 
chastity, and obedience : but after he began bis 
reformation, he declares, '^ he could no more be 
without a woman, than he could cease to-be* a 
man.l' (Sermon, De Mat., tom. v. p. 119;) To 
prove which he broke his solemn vow of con* 
tinency, and married a nun, boutid by the same 
solemn obligation ; for which even Henry Yllf . 
tells him that he has committed a horrible sin, 
for which even . in ancient days he would hftVe 
been whipped to death, and his wife buried aliVe. 
In his answer to Henry VIII. he says, ^^ he 
yields not in pride either to Emperor, Kin^, 
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Prince, or Devil; not to the universe itself." 
If this, and much more that could easily be 
quoted from his own writings of himself, do not 
prove him to have been the worst of men, Mr. 
W, can never prove any thing like the reverse of 
it, viz* that he was the best of men, or any thing 
approaching to a good man. Mr. White appears 
to be sensible of this, when he affects to feel 
that the vicious character of the reformers is not 
of any consequence, because the Almighty can 
effect his purposes by the most unworthy instru- 
ments. But this plea will not avail. If the 
Church of Christ had really strayed into error 
and imposture, the work of its Reformation would 
have been one of ^reat and extraordinary im-* 
portance. If any individual had been inspired 
for that great work, he would certainly have 
been able to exhibit proofs of his divine com-« 
mission, to oblige men to follow him. The 
Almighty uniformly enabled his prophets and 
messengers of old to support 'and confirm their 
commission by the most convincing signs. Pro- 
phecy, miracles, and, above all, a holy and ex- 
emplary life, were the attestations of their being 
favoured with Divine communications. But 
Luther and his associates exhibited none of these; 
nor could they give any other proof of their 
being the instruments of the Almighty. It is 
therefore a great deal to Protestants, though 
Mr. W. pretends ^^ it is nothing," what characters 
their founders bore : for our Saviour had said 
long before, that ^' an evil tree could not bring 
forth good fruit." 

But Mr. White thinks he has a triumphant 
retort against Catholics, when he recounts the 
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wicked lives of sevefal Popes; a &ct wbicb^ he 
says,, we ^' shall not venture to deny/' No, we 
shall not ; aiid let Mr. White be equally candid, 
and not attempt to deny the accusations of all 
history against Luther and the reformers. But 
we have something important to say upon the 
matter ; and we can soon shew Mr. W. that there 
is no parity in the two cases. We acknowledge 
that there have been very wicked Popes ; but let 
it be well observed, that it is a very different 
thing for ordinary ministers to be permitted, of 
wicked character, to carry on a religion other- 
wise firmly established ; and for extraordinary 
men to appear, of dissolute lives, and give them- 
selves out to be special Apostles commissioned 
from the God of holiness, to reform his Church, 
and purify it from corruption. We are ready 
to allow that perhaps a tenth part of the Popes 
have been wicked men : but even these always 
fulfilled the public duties of the Church, and 
maintained the Apostolical doctrine^ orders and 
mission; so that their personal vices did not 
essentially affect the Church. The inscrutable 
Providence of God has permitted that bad men 
should sometimes be invested with the ordinary 
mission and ministry in his Church ; and this is 
not lost by any personal crimes, nor does their 
wickedness justify the faithful in refusing to 
obey them : the Scribes and the Pharisees have 
sitten on the chair of Moses. All therefore^ 
whatsoever they shall say to you^ observe and do : 
but according to their works do ye not.* 
The great Protestant philosopher Leibnitz, 

« St, Matt, xxiii. 0, 3» 
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thought very diflTerently of the Popes from Mr. 
Blanco White. " It mu8t be acknowledged/' 
he says, " that the vigilance of the Popes for the 
observance of the canons, and the support of 
Church discipline, has produced from time to 
time very excellent effects, and that exercising 
an influence with kings, in season and out of sea- 
son, either by remonstrances, which the authority 
of their charge entithsd them to make, or by 
the fear of ecclesiastical censures, they prevented 
many disorders,'** 

We repeat then, that if the church of Christ 
had needed a reform in faith, such men as Luther 
and his brother reformers would never have been 
chosen for its reformation. But the very idea of 
reforming the faith of the Church, is an insult to 
its divine Founder, Jesus Christ. He had pro- 
mised to be with his Church to the end of time; 
he declared it built upon a rock, and proof 
against the gates of hell ; he promised that the 
Holy Spirit should guide it into all truth : who 
then will say that he did not fulfil his promises ? 
What are we to think of men pretending to 
reform the Church of Christ, and loudly pro- 
claiming that it had become corrupt in faith and 
discipline, that its doctrine was erroneous, its 
worship superstitious, and its discipline full of 
abuses ? Far be from us the blasphemous idea 
that the promises of Eternal Truth should have 
failed ; or that the increated wisdom of God 
should have founded a Church liable to become 

* See the admirable work of a Protestant minister, the 
Baron de Starck, entitled, ** Entretiens philosophiques sur 
la Reunion des difFerentes Communions Chretiennes," page 
396. 
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corrupt and erroneous ! Affainst the empty 
boasts about the glorious wora of the pretended 
Reformation, we shall shew, that this Reformat 
tion was unlawful in its principle^ criminal in 
its means, and fatal in its effects: it was the 
work of human passions, and not of drvine 
grace. 

The pretended reformers were, in the first 
place, men without mission, ordinary or extra«» 
ordinary ; they could shew no proofs of a super* 
natural commission ; though so great a woiic as 
that of reformiBg the Church of God, would 
have demanded no less powerful si^ns than those 
given by Moses, by Christ our Lord, and his 
Apostles. When Luther and Calvin arose, there 
was already in the Church a public ministry 
appointed to teach, a body- of pastors claiming 
an ordinary mission, which came down to them 
in regular succession from Jesus Christ and hie 
Apostles. When the Sacramentarians and Ana-, 
baptists preached contrary to Luther, he haughti* 
Iv required them to shew supernatural proets of 
their mission, as if hehad.beeB^able to exhibit 
any such of his own. When Servetns and others 
taught against Calvin, he drove them out of 
Geneva, or punished them by the arm of the 
secular power. This was not acting like the 
Apostles; they employed against those whe 
opposed them only the gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
and the aseend&ncy of their eminent virtues* 
The reformers claimed the right of preaching 
against the faith of the whole Christian world, and 
the^ refused every one the liberty of preadhing 
against them. As the reformation proceeded, 
confusion and dissention daily increased ; th^re 
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was soon a swarm of sects, Lutherans, Ana- 
baptists, Calvinists, Zuinglians, Church of 
England, &c. Calvin began to see the disgrace- 
ful consequences, and wrote thus to Melancthon, 
a brother Reformer : ^^ It is of the greatest im- 
portance, that no account of the divisions that 
are amongst us should go down to future ages : 
for it is worse than ridiculous that, after breaking 
off from all the world, we should have agreed so 
little among ourselves, ever since the beginning 
of the Reformation/' Another leading Protes- 
tant says: '* Our people are carried away by 
every wind of doctrine. If you know what 
their belief is to-day, you cannot tell what it 
will be to-morrow. Is there one article of re- 
ligion in which the Churches that are at war 
with the Pope agree together? If you run over 
all th^ articles, from the first to the last, you will 
not find one which is not held by some of them 
as an article of faith, and rejected by others as 
an impiety." (Dudith inter Epist. Bega.) No- 
thing then could be more contrary to all law and 
order, than the assumption of Luther and his 
followers, to be divinely commissioned to reform 
a Church founded and preserved by the Eternal 
Truth. 

Let us next examine the means adopted by the 
Reformers. Their conduct contradicted their 
principles. They laid down as a fundamental 
maxim, that the Bible was the sole rule of faith 
and morality ; and that every one could inter 
pret it as he pleased, since it was clear in all 
things necessary for salvation. Yet they them- 
selves disputed eternally about the meaning of 
the Scriptures ; they did not begin to study the 

£ 



38 CHAPTER II. 

Bible caally and impartially ; but they boldly 
contradicted tbe Catholic doctrines, and theti 
looked out texts and accommodated them to ibeir 
own dogmas. After promising the people tbe 
sveAt evangelical liberty of reading aifid jud^g 
for tbemselves, tbey drew up various Confessions 
of Faith and Catechisms ; and, as the Protestant 
Mosheim acknowledges, obliged people to folloiv 
them^ under pain of excommunication, prison, 
exile, and even the sword (sect. 37, 38, 39). 
Thus, in professing to free the people from the 
authority of tbe Catholic Church, they laid upon 
them a yoke a hundred times more insupportable. 
In this kingdom Queen Elizabeth was not behind 
them with her jict of Uniformity and High Com- 
mission Courtj which was a real Inquisition. Tbe 
historian Hume declares that this court was an 
inquisitorial tribunal, with all its terrors and 
iniquities.* Madaine shews that tbe High Con»« 
mission Court ^' was empowered to make inquiry^ 
not only bj legal methods, but also b';^ rack, tor- 
ture, inquisition, and imprisonment ; that the 
fines and imprisonments to which it condemned 
persons were limited by no rule, but its own 
pleasure."?!* Thus the Reformers liever adhered 
in practice to their leading principle hi the Bible j 
and every man his own interpreter. 

A second means, equally criminal, which the 
Reformers adopted, was that of misrepresenting 
the Catholic doctrines. To instance one in which 
Mc« Blanco .White closely treads in the steps of 
those who founded his adopted Church. The 

* Hiatory of England, James I. chap. vi. 
' t Notes on Mo8hran>Tol. iv. p. 396. 
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Catholic Church has ever taua;ht that the rule ot* 
faith is the whole word of God, unwritten as well 
^s written ; that the Bible is not the sole rule of 
Jfaith, but the Bible explained and understood 
by the tradition and belief of the Church ; that 
though any point be not formally and evidently 
taught in the Scripture, we are still obliged to 
believe it, if it be taught by the constant and 
uniform tradition of the Church. But the Pro*' 
testants have always accused us of taking for our 
rule of faith, not the Bible, but tradition ; of 
exalting the word of man above the word of 
God ; of following tradition^ contrary to the 
Scripture. These are egregious^ misrepresen- 
tations and calumnies. 

A third means to establish the Reformation 
was, revolts against all authority, seditions, wars, 
massacres, and especially pillage of churches and 
monasteries. The original design of the Refor- 
mers was to abolish the Catholic Relig^ion alto- 
gether, and to employ for this end all possible 
means. This fanaticism prevailed in much the 
same manner in Germany, Switzerland, France, 
England, and Scotland. Thus were the means 
of the Reformers criminal. 

How could the effects of such a Reformation be 
otherwise than fatal ? This blessed and glorious 
work, as it is called, produced furious and inter- 
minable disputes, national and intestine hatreds, 
and new schisms, constantly arising. There were 
.twelve sects of the refortned in the first fifty 
years ; and they are now multiplied to a prodi- 
gious extent. If any one imas;ines that this pre- 
tended reformation contributed to establish purity 
of morals, he is much deceived. From the testi- 
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monies of the Reformers themselves, of Luther, 
CalviD, Masculus, and other leading Protestants, 
as well as of Erasmus, it is acknovrledged that the 
reformed Were generally much more dissolute than 
the Catholics.* Luther'^ own testimony is in these 
words : ^' The world grows every day worse and 
^orse. It is plain that men are much more cove* 
toos, malicious, and resentful^ much more unruly, 
f^ameless, and fall of vice, than they were in the 
time of Popery. "f " Formerly when we^ere 
seduced by the Pope, men willingly followed 
good Works, but now all their study is to gel 
every thing to the^hiselves^ by exactions, pillage, 
Iheft, lying, usury."! ^* It is a wonderful thing, 
and full of scandal, that fron^ the time when the 
pure doctrine was firist called to light, the world 
(^hoi!^ld daily grow worse and worde."^ Bucer, 
an immediate disdiple of Luther, says : " The 
gteater part of the people seem only to have em- 
braced the Gospel, in order to shake ofF the yoke 
of discipline, and the obligation of fasting, pe- 
nance, &c% which lay upon them in the time of 
Popery ; and to live at their pleasure, enjoying 
their lust and lawless appetites without control. 
They therefore lend a willing ear to the doctrine 
that we are justified by faith alone, find not by 
good works, having no relish for them."|| Calvin 
complains the same : " Of so many thousands, 
iseeraingly eager in embracing the Gospel, how 



* See the Author of •L'Apologie poiir les Gatholiques, 

tern. ii> cap. 18. 
t Lutl^ef, Serin, in. PostiU. Ev. 1 Adv. 
± Serm'Dom. 26, post. Trin. 
9 Serm. Conviv. 
)| Bucer de Regn. Christ. I; i, c. '4. 
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feiy bave since amended their lives ! Ney, to 
wbat ehe does the greater part pretend^ except, 
by shaking off the ^oke of superstition, to launch 
out more freely into every kind of lascivious- 
ness?"^ The conclusion to be drawn from all 
ibis is, that this pretended Reformation, unlawful 
in its principle, criminal in its means, and fatal 
in its effects, bears every mark of a false Religion ; 
and could never have been approved, much less 
inspired, by Almighty God. 

The next portion of Mr* White's second Dia^ 
logue of the Preservative, professes to give the 
^^ origin and progress of the spiritual tyranny of 
the Pope." In his larger work of " Evidences 
against Catholicism," he has a lon^ and confused 
Dissertation about the Pope, which is entitled^ 
^^ Real and practical extent of the authority of 
the Pope, according to the Roman Catholiie 
Fait^." A few plain observations will suffice to 
expose the fallacy of both his productions o;i thjis 
subject. 

Mr. White would persuade the readers of his 
Preservative, that ^' Christianity had been long 
established before the Popes bethought them* 
selves of claiming spiritual dominion over all 
Christendom ;" that the Bishops of Rome only^ 
began to claim authority over the Church, when 
the Pagan persecutions ceased in the beginning 
of the fourth century ; and that the belief that St 
Peter had been Bishop of Rome was an idle and 
ungrounded report. It is deplorable to see a 
Licentiate in Divinity attempt thus to impose 
upon such bumble readers as have no means of 

* Calvin, 1. vi* de Scand* 
fi 3 
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exaiiiining- history, by such worn-oat- ftillaciea^ 
and vile fabrications • as these. The constant 
testimony of all ecclesiastical writers,, without one 
exception^ for fifteen centuries, proves that St. 
Peter fixed bis see at Rome, and died there by 
niartyrdom. In the first century, it is testified by 
Papias, a disciple of St. John the Evangelist y* 
a'hd by St. Ignatius, Martyr, in his £pist& to the 
Romans. In the second century, by St. Irenseus,^ 
by Dionysius of Corinth,:}: Caius and Clement of 
Alexandria.^ In the third century by Origen, |{ 
Tertullian,^* and St. Cyprian.++ In. the fourth 
and fifth centuries by St; Ambrose, St. Jerome^ 
St. Augustine, Eusebilis, Lactantius, Theodoret, 
Sulpicius Severus, St. Cyril of Jerusalem, St. 
Chrysostoni, St. Athanasius, and many others^ 
followed through every century up to the pre- 
tended Reformation. Even a Pagan writer in the 
f6urth century, Ammianus Marcellinus,' (Hist. 
1. XV, c. 7.)'says, '^ that the chief authority among 
the Christians is placed in the Bishop of Rome :'' 
many illustrious Protestants have acknowledged 
the same. With what face then can Mr. White 
attempt to delude his readers with the. groundless 
assertion, that St. Peter's having been Bishop o^ 
Rome was an *^ idle report ?" 

It is false to assert that '* Christianity bad been 
long established before the Popes bethought 
themselves of claiming spirit«ral dominion over 



* Apud Euseb. 1. ii, Hist. c. 14. 
Lib. iii, contra Hsereses, c. 3. 
Apud Euseb. 1. ii, c. 24. § Idenip c. 14 et 16, 

L. iii, in Genesim. • *♦ De Praescript, c. 3j2* 

+ Ep. 55, ad Cornel. Pap: 
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all Christendom." Mr. White pretends that the 
Popes never claitned spiritual authority over the 
Churchy at least for the iSrst three centuries, dur- 
ing which itsuffered from Pagan persecutions. The 
contrary is easily proved. St. Irenaeus in the second 
century, in the place alluded to above^ says that 
" to the Church of Rome, on account of its supreme 
principality^ every other Church must repair." 
Tertuilian in ther third century says these words : 
^^ I hear that an edict is put forth. ..^Ae Bishop of 
bishopssays^ &c."* Pope Victor at the close of the 
second century claimed and exercised the supreme 
spiritual autKority, by threatening excommunica- 
tion to certain Churches of Asia Minor. Pope 
Stephen in the third century exercised the same 
authority, in the case of those who were for re- 
baptization. It is vain for Mr. White to attempt 
to contradict these proofs. He can impose his 
assertions upon no one who has read History; 
and, truly, we blush for the want of common sin- 
cerity thus exhibited by a man^ who professes to 
be a Licentiate of Divinity, and has many more 
titles than we can stop to enumerate. 

" You must know," says Mr. White, ^' that 
there exists a very ancient and numerous Church 
which is called the Greeks which has never ac- 
knowledged the Pope. There are also the 
Churches of the Armenians and Ethiopians, which 
were established by the Apostles, or their early 
successors, and have no idea of the necessity of 
submission to the Pope, in order to be true 
Christians ?f What does Mr. White mean to 
infer from this ? Does he mean that any one may 

* Lib. de Pudic, c. 1 . f Preservative, page 40. 



44 CHAPTER It. 

be a true Christian^ provuled only that he abjuro^ 
the Pope?. Does m mean that, because thes^ 
Churctes abjure the Pof>e, they are good Protec- 
tants ? He would not like to stand to sudi ifir 
Jereaees; for he knows, though he conoeals k 
ifrom his readers, that the Greeks and Armenians 
and Ethiopians bold most tenets which the Ca^^ 
tboltc Church does. They hold tra^suhstantia- 
ttofl, the seven sacraments, ptrrgatory, invocfa* 
tion of saints, &c. ; and as to their not ackn6w^ 
lodging the Pope, it proves at least that people 
may hold all the above doctrines without being 
enslaved to Popery ; and then what bi»:omes of 
JVfr.^ Blaneo White's fine theory about our mak^ 
•ingtharf'ope the Jinisher of our faiths and the 
^eternal reproach that we build our faith upon 
the traditions 6f men? But he again states 
what is aot true, when he says that the Greek 
Church neser acknowledged the Pope. A man 
read in divinity and history, like Mr. White, 
must know that till the time of Pbotius, the 
author of the Greek schism, in the ninth century, 
the Greek Ohureh had ever been io communion 
.with Rome, and aekoowledged the supremacy 
of the Pope. Mr. W. cannot be igUeirant that 
the Ethiopians were in communion with the 
Pope up to the sixth century, wbeo tfaey were 
drawQ iatp the errors of Eutycfaes, which a 
Protestant of the Chiirch of England can havfe 
no reason io approve. It is equally well knowti 
that Ae Armeaians were in communion with 
the Pope till the year 535, when many became 
•Jacobites or Monopfaysites ; but evm now one 
part of them^ callea free Armenians^ are Catho- 
lics, and subject to 'the Pope. Why doeid Mr. 
White disingenuously conceal all this ? 
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Now to notice the laboured efforts of Mr. 
White in his " Evidences," to work out his 
alarming account of the ^* real and practical 
extent of the authority of the Pope,*' &c. ; we 
are glad to find that Mr. White, unblushing as 
he is, does not directly charge us with the old 
calumny of holding the temporal power of the 
Pope ; he has chosen a new route, by which, 
however, he labours hard to arrive at pretty 
much the same conclusion. He endeavours to 
shew that the interference of the Pope with the 
civil allegiance of his spiritual subjects is '^ a 
fair consequence of doctrines held by the Roman 
Church as of divine origin, and conse||tiently 
immutable." We shall briefly shew that it is 
not : videbunt recti^ et Icetabuntur : et omnis 
iniquitas oppilabit os suum.^ 

Mr.White begins by finding fault with the state- 
ment of the Faith of Catholics on the authority of 
the Pope, given by C. Butler, Esq. in his excellent 
" Book of the Roman Catholic Church." That 
gentleman has ably defended himself from the 
charges of Mr. White, in the beo;inning of his 
" Vindication of his Book of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church," to which work Mr, White and his 
readers would do well to attend. 

What is Mr. W^hite's object in his dissertation 
on the Pope's supremacy, it is not easy, from his 
own account, to discover. *' I have examined," 
he sa^s, ^' the Roman Catholic doctrine concern- 
ing the Pope's supremacy, not because I conceive 
it to have any practical effect in this country, but 
in order to expose the vagueness, obscurity, and 

* Psalm cvi. 42. ' 
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doobt in which...it us iiwolw^dJ^ Tbedaj»*»«'^re 
no more when the Pope pight endeavour ip 
remove a Protestant king from the tbrooe.'* $o 
tben he has covered ten pages with ^ttempUt to 
shew that Catholics tolerate, a doctrine, whkti 
he afterwards ovns has i^o practical effect in 
Ihis country, and the time for acting upon whicb 
is gone by ! The rest of his e^^say is to shew ths^t 
British Catholic subjects are still exposed to a 
trial which flows directly from the spiritual claims 
of the Pope; and what he means by ihi» i% 
that in virtue of the obedience we owe to tb^ 
Pope, he can command us to assist w checking 
heresy by any means not. likely to produce loss 
or danger to the Roman Catholic Church ; and 
he iqsiniiaiee, that oar Cliurcb cannot ackpow^ 
ledge the validity of any engagement to disobey 
the Pope in such cases. It is iqi fact to charge 
us with being obliged to obey the Pope in any 
means he may command us to employ against 
heresy : a charge a thousand times brought 
against us io plain language, and now resorted 
to in< a long round-alK)ut way by Mr. Blanco 
White. 

This author complains that our doctrine con- 
cerning the Pope's supremacy is involved in 
vagueness, obscurity, and doubt. It may appear 
so to ihose who ace determined not to under- 
stand it ; but to all Catholics it is very evident: 
.and tbe Catholics of thisjcountry have s:iveo the 
dearest proofs of their understanding it, bj re- 
peated oaths and protestations that they dis- 
claim all temporal poWer in the Pope out of his 
own dominions, that they ^^ do not believe that 
the Pope hath or ought to kwe any civil juris- 
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diction, power, superiority, or pre-eminence, 
directly or indiredh/, within this realm."* If 
the Pope's deposing power be Btill a tolerated 
opinion, let Mr. W. point out, if he can, any 
Catholics in any part of the world who believe 
it; he will find few, if any : and if many believed 
it, they would not believe it as of faith, but as 
a private opinion. 

How will Mr. White make out that the inter- 
ference of the Pope with the civil allegiance of 
his spiritual subjects is a fair consequence of our 
doctrines? Our doctrine is, that he has no right 
to interfere with our civil allegiance ; that we 
only owe him obedience in spiritual concerns. 
How uYijost is the attempt to infer a consequence 
for us, which we have loudly and repeatedly dis- 
claimed ! It is no use to tell us that Popes have 
claimed temporal power beyond their own domi- 
nions ; Mr. W. should shew who acknowledged 
that power. It avails nothing to tell us that the 
Pope absolved the English from their allegiance 
to Queen Elizabeth : he should shew us any 
Catholics who refused to acknowledge her as 
their sovereign in consequence. Why does Mr. 
White rake up this old grievance, acknowledg- 
ing all the while, that the '' days are no more 
when the Pope might endeavour to remove a 
Protestant king from the throne?^' it is needless 
to add more, than that the days never were, 
when Catholics were bound, by any article of 
their Faith, to forward any such endeavour of 
the Pope. 

But Mr. White would have it believed of us, 

* Oath appomted 31 Geo. III. cap. 39. 
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that in consequence of our holding, the Pope*8 
spiritual authority^ we are bound to obey him 
in any^ means he may command us to. use for 
checking the progress of heresy. This would be 
acknowledging an i/icfir^c^ temporal power in the 
Pope, w.hich we have ^o ofteU: disclaimed. We 
protest again and again that we should not obey 
the Pope, were he to command the use of any 
other means for checking heresy, than such as 
were strictly consistent with our civil aUegiapce 
to our Sovereign. Wo acknowledge no autfao-. 
rity in the^Pope to enforce his spiritual power 
by any temporal means ; he may command us to 
assist in checking the progress of heresy by spi- 
ritual means, by. preaching and teaching, but by 
no other means; and we are not bound to. 
obey him if be commands the use of any other 
^iqeans^ 

The following passage is so admirable a de- 
fence of the Catholic Clergy, whom Mr. White 
has been ungenerous enough to insult, that we 
take the liberty of extracting it from '' Mr. C. 
Butler's Vindication of his Book of the Roman 
Catholic Church ;" and we do it the more rea- 
dily, as our defence will come better from a 
Layman than from any of our o\vn Body ; — " In 
page 60 (Evidence), Mr. Blanco White informs 
us, that * he knew very few Spanish Priests, 
whose talents or acquirements were above con- 
tempt, who had not secretly renounced their 
Religion.' I have never b€;en in Spain, and 
have known few Spanish Priests ; but I have 
conversed with many Spanish, and many Eng- 
lish and Irish Roman Catholic gentlemen, inti- 
mately iicquaiated with the opinions, the man- 
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Tiers, and the habits of the inhabitants of Spain : 
all assure nie that there is not (he slightest 
ground for this accusation. Mr. Blanco White 
intimates, that something similar may be the 
case of the English Catholic Priesthood, on ac- 
count of * the support which they seem to give 
to oaths so abhorrent from the belief of their 
Church, as those which must precede the admis- 
sion of members of that Church into Parlia- 
ment.' These are the Oaths of Supremacy, and 
those against Transubstantiation and Popery. 
Here Mr. Blanco White has been miserably de- 
ceived. There is not, and there never was, a 
Roman Catholic Priest who supported these 
oaths, or a similar oath ; or who did not believe, 
and, if called upon, did not explicitly declare, 
that a Roman Catholic would, by taking them, 
absolutely abjure the Roman Catholic Religion." 
Mr. White, having affected to suppose that 
there are some amongst us ready to take such 
oaths as the above, invites such as ^^ can con- 
scientiously swear to protect and encourage the 
interests of the Church of England, to speak 
openly before the world, and be the first to 
remove that obstacle to mutual benevolence, and 
perfect community of political privileges — the 
doctrine of exclusive salvation,""* This is quite 
an original idea I Mr. White has made a new dis- 
covery indeed, that we could obtain a commu- 
nity of political privileges by renouncing the doc- 
trine of exclusive salvation. Toexpectfrom ustoo, 
to swear to protect and encourage the interests of 
the Church of England^ is rather too much. Mr. 

* Evidence, page 61. 
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Wbitemaybe well aMured that be wiH never 9^ 
a CatMic ready to swear away his creed in that 
manner. What would the ProtestantsofFrancesay, 
if the Goyemmentof that coantry, required them 
to swear to protect and enconrage the interests of 
the Catholic Cburoh^ before it admitted them to 
a com mimity of political pd vileges ? They would 
say, ^^ yitm may as well ask us* to abjure our reBn 
gion^ and become Gatholips at once ; for bow can 
we believe one religion ^oonscientioosly) and yet 
swear to encourage tbe interests of anotftter }" 
We saj the same ; it is 'quite ronougb * for us to 
swear, that we. will never use any other means 
against the established Church thani those of 
preaching and teadiiog, and fuUlliiig our minis- 
try according to the Gospel. This- we are ready 
to swear: and trulj^ the Church of England 
must stfand uponairail fi^andatioo,'if it is so far 
afraid oF us ap to refuse- us a community of oimrit 
privileges, unless we swear to ^ protect and en* 
courage its interests !" 

But our ** doctrine of exclusive salvation aa 
an obstacle to mutual benevolence >. cancel btit 
that one article from your creed,'^8ayS'Mr. WUite, 
^ and all liberal men in £urope will off&cjon the 
right hand of fellowsbip." . So ite JMr. White in 
his '^ Evidence/^ In' bis << Preservative'' . he 
teil^ OS, in plain leros%wfait< he. neons bv cmr 
doctrine pt exclusi ve salvatipa« . The reaaer . is 
supposed to ' ask him i ^page^O) ^^ Is it viiol. a 
doctrine tif4ke jKope/ t)mt all mei|:who. are nbt 
^ kk optnhm mmi be lest to eternity ?^' And 
Mr«r While devoutly replies ; << It is indeed. . It 
is an espreas article of tkm creei, wfaidi it is not 
in their power to deny without being accursed by 
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their own Church," &c. Mr. W. talked just now 
of the yagueness and obscurity in which, our 
doctrines are involved : they would be vague, 
indeed, if they were put forth as he has here re- 
presented them. We shall notstop to.point out the 
inconsistency of those parts we have put in italics, 
where " doctrine of the Pope,'* " opinion of the 
Pope," and ** article of our creed," are all glo- 
riously jumbled up together by a man who bpasts 
for ever of his knowledge of Divinity. We shall 
simply state what we hold, and what others hold 
on this alarming subject, as it is always repre- 
sented to imaginations easily prejudiced and 
affrighted. 

There is nothing so revolting in our doctrine 
concerning salvation, when it is ptoperly under- 
stood ; nothing but what all other communions 
ought to hold to be consistent, if they do 
not hold it in reality. It is important in this 
matter to separate doctrines from persons, .It is 
very far from being the doctrine of our Church 
that ^ all men who are not of our opinion must 
be lost to eternity.'' Mr. B. White, a priest, 
whose ^4ip8 should have kept Jcnow ledge," ought 
to blush at so - false an assertion as that abovfs 
quoted. We believe that there is no salvation out 
of the Church of Christ. Every Christian of what- 
ever denomination ought to believe thesame* Christ 
our Lord expressly taught it in the parables of 
' the eood sheep, and the true vine and its branches* 
And speaking ^^ no longer in parables/' he said 
manifestly that <* he that will not hear the Church 
is to be held byi^^* members as a heathen and a 
publican."* This was held by the reformers 

* St. Matt, xyiii. 
F 2 
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liall^r with the Catholics. Calvin saj^: ^«oot 
of the bo^om of ifae Church there is no remission 
of sins, or salvation to» be hoped for.V* The 
same doctrine is expressed in all the confessions 
of f'aith of the refornied Churche^. 

The question then only remBinSyWhich is the true 
Chwch of Christ ? We believe most 6rmlj that 
the Catholic Church, in communion withRome^jis 
the true Church of Christ. . If another beliey^ 
the Lutheran^ another the Genevan, another the 
Eno;lish Church to be the true Church of Christ, ^U 
of these, to be consistent^ mustbelieve that salva- 
tion cannot be had out of their respective com- 
munions. The moment they adhere to them as 
truey they must reject every other as /a?se. They 
could not value. tneir respective systems^ if they 
did not consider them right, ^nd preferable to 
all others. Hence^ to be consistent,' they must 
hold, not indeed that '<all men not of their 
faith must be lost to eternity,'' but that thougli 
men may behaved by other pleas, their false rcU- 
gion will never save them. This, and no more, is 
the doctrine of the Catholic Church on Salvation 
out of her communion. We condemn doctrines^ 
but not persons indiscriminately : resigning all 
judgment to God^ yve subscribe to the sentiment 
of a great doctor and saint ; " They who, with- 
out passionate obstinacy, defend their opiniohy 
how false soever; who solicitously seek for the 
truth, ready to own their error as soon as the truth 
is discovered, are no wise to b^ numbered among 
heretics/*. (St. Augustine, Ep. 43.) 

* Culvin, Inst. lib. iv. c. 1. 
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It is strange, however, that the doctrine of 
exclusive salvation should be so often objected 
to us, by those whose Church expressly teaches 
it : — that we should be told by Mr. Blanco 
White that the rejection of it would procure 
us civil privileges, when the entrance to most 
important civil privileges is obtained for others, 
bv acting upon the very objected principle, ex- 
cluding us from salvation, by swearing that our 
doctrine Is damnable idolatry ! The Chureh of 
England, in those Articles which Mr. White has 
signed, says expressly (Article 18th) : " They 
also are to he had accursed, that preeume to say, 
that every man shall be saved by the Law or 
Sect which he professeth, so that he be diligent 
to frame his life according to that law, and tht 
light of nature." She also oblige.* her ministers 
to read publicly, thirteen days in the year, the 
ancient Creed, called the " Creed of St. Acha- 
nasius," which sets forth the Catholic Faith, 
and contains these words : " Whosoever will be 
saved, before all things it is neces-iary that bt 
hold the Catholic Faith . , . .This is the Catholic 
Faith : which except a roan believe faithfully^ 
he cannot be saved." Surely no man -wWi sub- 
scribes to the Articles of the Church of England, 
which retains this Creed, may reproach Catho- 
lics with holding a dogma " which is an ob- 
stacle to mutual benevolence, and perfect com- 
munity of political privileges." Let Martin 
Luther, whom Mr. White acknowledges to have 
founded his Church, put a powerful finish to 
this question :— *' I know many were of opinion 
fifteen years since, that every one might be 
saved in his own persuasion — and what is this. 
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but to make one Churcb oi^t, ^f 141 the ejiemies 
of Christ ? . prom wJbence.it would alao follow, 
that there was no need of Christ and bis Gospel; 
and there will b^np difference between Turks, 
Papists/ Je w%' and ys who hav« the. Gospel 
Strai^e then is tb? boldness iiind iinpudence of 
the Zuipglians^ who dare advance such doc'* 
trihe> and cover itjiyith my authority and. ex- 
ample/'* , Observe how , snugly , . Martin puts 
poor Papists in between Turks . and Jews, and 
h6\y civilly he insinijates thiM^ w/b have not even 
the Gospel 1 We are very easy upon* all sueh 
accusations : conscious of adhering to the truth, 
we are only disposed to smile at, those who con - 
sign us to damnation. , If others felt as firm a 
conviction of the truth jof their Religion, as we do 
of the truth of ours,^ fhey yi^ould not be troubled 
about exclusive salvation being held by any 
one. Mr. White had done better if he had 
not moved this question : he bas^ by criminating 
the Catholic Church, condemned the Church 
of England, in which be professes now to believe 
-r-he has verified that passage of the Psalmiat, 
which he used to recite in bis ofBce-book ;-«- 
'^ Sag0t{JB parvulorum facUe sunt plagiB. e&rum : 
ei infirmatcB sunt contra eos Ungues. eomm;\ 

Mr. White, after acknowledging that liither 
and his brother Reformer^ founded, his Churchy 
is as anxious as many Protestants have be^ h^^ 
fore him^^ to shew that Protestants, had exbted» 
in some shape or other, long before. Thus he 
tries to make out that certain heretics and fa^ 

* Tom. vi, foUeaS, coUa* caput 47, Qwe^eo?^ 

. +Ps.lxiii,8. ' 
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natics of the eleventh and twelfth centuries were 
Protestants! Following \\p the laminous ded- 
nition of a Protestant Bishop,* that Protes- 
tantism is the abjuration of Popery ^ by which 
Jews, Turks, and Chinese become, no doubt, 
Tery good Protestants, Mr. White says, that the 
heretics he alludes toV^ were certainly Pro- 
testants as far as opposition to the Pope's tyranny 
and usurpation is concerned ; though I cannot 
answer for every point of doctrine which they 
held.'* So Mr. White appears to require a little 
more than Dr. Burgess to constitute a perfect 
Protestant ; but how ridiculous is this attempt 
to claim these sects for Protestants, who, it is 
very certain, would never have sigtied a Lu- 
theran or Calvinistic profession oif Faith before 
the Reformation ; nor would any sincere Pro- 
testant be willing to adopt all the reveries of 
these different sects. There were, about those 
times, two sects of people whose origin is quite 
distinct, and whose doctrines were for a long 
time very different from each other, and essen* 
tially different from any of the many forms of 
Protestantism. These were the Albigenses and 
the Faudois, A book lately published by an 
English Protestant Clergyman has excited a 
great feeling in favour of the Vaudois, as they 
now exist in the vallies of Piedmont. It is no« 
thing to the present question what they are notv, 
Mr. White takes care to tell us that they are 
*' most (excellent Protestants;" that " they have 
Jiishops, Priests, and Deacons T* so we may 

* Dr. Bnrges8» Bishop of Sidubury, See his ProtestatJt's 
Catechism^ p. 1^, • 
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suppose the Scotch ami the Dutch and others 
fall short of being toost excellent Protestatits*| 
Bnd there must be another clause added to Di^. 
Burgess's definition of Protestantism. 

Our bQ9iness is to shew that these people 
taught few doctrines before the Reformation'^ 
which Protestants wou|h be willing to subscribe 
to ; and, therefore^ that it is worse than ridt- 
eulous for Protestants to claim them for their 
ancestors'. 

The jllbigenses were Manlcheans, and arose 
about the beginning of the twelfth century; 
They were a confused collection of sects, gene- 
rally very ignorant, and very unab]e to give 
any Regular account ^of their belief ; but they 
all agreed iti condemning the use of all Sacra- 
ments^ apd the exterior worship of the Church \ 
they wished to destroy the hierarchy , and chan^ 
the established discipline.. They held the moa- 
fttrous doctrines of the Inanichees, that there 
were two Creators ^ onegood^ the other badf two 
Vhrists, an error of the Gnostics ; no Beisithec' 
tion; our souls are devils; no Purgatoty; 790 
Hell ; marriage unlflwful^ and many other abo- 
mipations. Protestantism must be Vide indeed 
If it can include such men as^ these ! Mi'. White 
llid well to say. that be could not ansTVer for 
every doct^ne tbey bcW. ' 

But let ud examine the history of the J^audois : 
** simple 8hephj?rc}sj*' ^ Mr. White very simply 
ealls tbeml f'' By means of their poverty and 
ritoplicity/' he adds, ^ these happy rustics pre- 
served the doctrines of Christ, such as they had 
rteeiT^ them from the early Christian Mission* 
aries,'' &c. He calls them, moreover, *< truly 
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primitive Christians."* What a pity that truth 
compels us to spoil this simple, rural picture of 
primitive Cliristianity ! The Vaudoh began in 
1160, witli Peter Valdn or Walilo, a tradesman 
of Lyous. He persu^cted some ignorant people 
ihBi poverty was necessary for salvation : that if 
priests and ministers of the Cliurch did not 
practise Apostolic poverty, tkei/ were no longer 
ministers of C/irist, and had no power to ad- 
minister sacraments; that any layman who prac- 
tised poverty had more power than priests : that 
oaths, war, and the punishment of death were 
never lawful. How would Protestants relish 
these tenets ? What are we to think of " simple 
primitive Christians " like tliese ? They taught 
many other errors equally revolting; and con- 
cerning the Eucharist, they did not deity TVan- 
substantiaiion, but maintained that a bad priest 
could not consecrate, though transubstantiation 
was effected in the mouth of a worthy receiver. 
They continued to teach these errors till, in 1536, 
they were induced by Favel to embrace Cal- 
vinism ; but obliged first to reject several of 
their former errors, and to renounce all belief 
in the real presence and necessity of confession 
of sins. Thus they became a great deal more 
like Protestants than they were in their " happy 
rustic and primitive state," and we dare say 
they are still " most excellent Protestants," All 
we contend for is, that they were very little like 
Protestants before the era of the Reformation ; 
and held doctrines before that time which were 
most monstrous and revolting. 

• " Preservative," page 45. 
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Mr. White returns to the Albigenses^ and 
gives a moyiug aoQount of their being . perse^ 
cuted by order of luoocent IIL in 1106, and 
*^ one who made most havoc atbong thep»,-^ he 
i^ays, ^Ms Vnown and- worshipped by thelUmiM 
Catholics, by the name of Saint Dominie. He 
was the founder of the loquisitioii.'' Here he 
insidiously uses the word warshyi>ped to mdk^ 
people think that Catholics pay divine adoration 
to Uie saints, which, he well knew, is not the 
case. How base is such an ihinnui^ion ! Safait 
Pominie was not the founder of the Inquisition j 
nor did he make any havoc aipofig the Albt^ 
genses^^ for Echard, Touron, and the Bollandists 
prove that he never wlas miinqmsitory noreveir 
opposed diiose heretics in any other way tliiin by 
preucbing, instruction, prayer^ and patience. 
No Dominican was aVi inquisitor till the year 
1238, and Saint Dominic had died in 1221. So 
much for the correctness and good faith of Mr. 
Blanco White! As to the persecution of the 
Albigenses, we can never approve of any per-* 
secution on the score of religion ; but let it be 
remembered, that rnany doctrines of the Albi* 
genses Were such as led to the most dangerous 
disorders in civil society, and many enormrties 
which called for the interference of the secular 
power; and we all know that, when once tbe 
sword is drawn, barbarities and injustice .are 
sure to foUaw on both sides; These heretics^ 
"protected by Raymond^ count of Toulouse, bad 
been guilty of seditions and ^olence. In armed 
troops they expelled tUe bishops^ clergy, and 
religious, demolished monasteries, and plundered 
churches. They were n(bt persecuted by order 
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of Innocent III. ; he only ordered the Cistercian 
monks to preach against them. Several princes 
protected the Albigenses and opposed the 
monks^ and one of the religious was assassi- 
nated by the heretics in 1208. Then the Pope 
exhorted the King of France, Philip Augustus, 
to raise a crusade agunst these seditious dis- 
turbers of the public peace, and the assault of 
the-towa of Beziers followed; but far be it from 
uft to defend the i^ruel massacre of its inhabi- 
tants, though, they are proved > to have been 
robbers and pinnderers, and guilty of all kinds 
of enormities. It was done, however, by au- 
thority of the secular power, and not, as Mr. 
White would insinuate, by order of Pope Inno- 
cent III. 

Now let the reader decide whether Mr. 
Blanco White has gained any thing ifor Protes- 
tants, by claiming these men for their ancestors; 
whether he has shewn any candour in his re-^ 
presentation of their history, and whether a 
sincere Protestant has any reason to be glad of 
such a convert as Mr. Blanco White. 
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.•'••• ... 

MR. white's ABSUED EXPLANATIONS OF THE WORBS CBURCH 
AND Ci<rJ50Lr<7.— SOPHISTRY ABOUT THE POPE's SUPRE- 
MACY. — TRADITION. — TRANSUBSTANTIATION. — MR. V.'s. 
misrepresentations of the doctrine of CATHOLICS ON 
, 'TRANSUBSTANTIATION AND ON PURGATORY. — INDUL- 
GENCES.— CONFESSION^RELICS^ AND IMAGES. 

'The concluding part of Mr. White's second 
dialogue in the " rreservatlve^' is so nearly co.n-* 
riected with the whole substance of Letter III. 
in the " Evidence," that it will be best to begin 
this chapter with a notice of both. The first 
. treats of the Church — the second of the Pope. * 
The first is a paltry effort to explain away the 
meaning of that article of the creed in which We 
profess our belief in the Holy Catholic Church. 
Mr. White was well aware how inconsistent it is 
in a Protestant to profess belief in the Catholic 
Church ; when he cannot shew that his Church 
is Catholic^ that is, universaly in any sense, either 
as to time or place. Hence be labours to ilo 
away with the difficulty by confusing the real 
meaning of both the words, Church and Cathr^- 
lie. Church he would have to mean *^ Chris- 
tianity in general 5" and when our Saviour pro- 
mised that Satan should not prevail against his 
Church, he merely meant that " the devil should 
never succeed in abolishing the Faith in God 
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t}irou£fh Christ.. .not that the Pope must always 
be in the right, &c."^ But if Church means no 
more than Christianity in general^ it must foU 
low that all those who call themselves Christians 
are members of the Church of Christ, let their 
errors be what they may; and if that be Mr. 
White's idea, iiow came he to subscribe the 
Articles of the Church of England, the nine- 
teenth of which gives a very different definition 
of the Church ? *' The visible Church of Christ 
is a congregation of faithful men, in which the 
pure word of God is preached,'* &c. Mr. Thorn- 
dike, a learned Protestant, undei'stood the flat- 
ter much better. He says in his letter concern- 
ing the present state of Religion, that " when we 
say we believe the Holy Catholic Church, as part 
of that faith whereby we hope to be saved, we 
do not profess to believe that there is a company 
qf men professing Christianity, but that there is 
a corporation of true Christians^ excluding heretics 
and schismatics ; and that we hope to be saved by 
being members of it." What becomes now of 
Mr. White's absurd notion of the Church ? He 
has evidently not learnt yet what he ought to 
hold as a member of the Church of England ; he 
is too raw a convert from infidelity; he may 
learn from the Article of the Church of England, 
and this testimony of a Protestant wnter, to .cor- 
rect his ideas about the Church, and salvation 
out of it. 

Mr« White gives |in explanation of the word 
Catholic^ equally removed from its real meaning 
and application. Catholic means universal. So 

^* ** Preservative," page 50^ 
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far Mr. W. .teib the .truth ; but he Jaays, : that as 
tsoon as errors arosis^ they ^^ were called heresies^ 
V which. mean$ separations; because/ th^se wbo 
set up their own conceits as the <tocti*ine of the 
Gospel, separated themselves from the univenat 
belief/' , It may be faumiliating to such a scholar 
as Mr. White, to be reminded that h&re$y does 
]|ot mean separation, but cAoostn^ for. one'3 self, 
as any Greek Lexicon would have informed him* 
It comes from the verb at^l^^^ta ckoose^ a^ 
hence those who despised the authority of .the 
CathoUe Church, ^and would choose for them* 
selves, were always espied from. the same word, 
/luetics J that is, choosers. According to Mr* W*'s 
aeciNSB^ heresies beeame '^ so numerous, that 
the tme Christian .belief could no longer be called 
Catholic or universal; so that to .say, I. believe 
in f^e Holy Gathdlic Church, was not. the s«^me 
as if one said) I brieve in the /rue Cbtircb." He 
goes on to states therefore, that in (he cour^ of 
about three centuries, it became necessary to add 
%hew€^d.Apos^lief as it stands in the Nieene 
Creed. Then he accuses\u^ whom be insylt* 
ingly calls ^* Romanists," . of. artfully conti'iving 
to be called Catholics, and cautions Prot^taots 
tol>e aware of this trick, .and never ccUl us C^* 
thoUcSf but Raman CathcUcsy JHomo^mtSf or Pa* 
pists^^ Very good advice, no doubt: but w)iy, 
then, did Sfr* White say in.tbe fiiKst page of bis 
book that he had been ordained a Catholiq priest? 
Why, but that ^' great is the power of truth ;. and 
it will prevail T' 

. Naw to demolish all the sophistry of this 
most ^^ artful contrivance" of Mr. Blanco 
White's ; all history testifies, that the Irue 
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Church always •boi'e the honooFableaad' dis- 
tinguishing title of Catholic: and let Mr. 
While be weil assured that with all bis good 
advice^ and those of many before him who have 
laboured h^ird to give ua opprobrious names^. we 
shall ever be designated by the glorious and 
oi*iginal name of Catholics. He cannot prevent 
our having a title which has descended to us 
through the unbroken course of eighteen cen- 
turies t he cannot demolish the triumphant 
proof established ' in our favour by our uni-» 
•form possession of that honourable distinction; 
'^Christian is my name. Catholic my surname," 
said Su Pacian, who lived towards the end of the 
fourth century. That saint says^ the name of 
Catholic comes from God, and is necessary to 
distinguish the dove^ the undivided Ftrgin Churchy 
from all sects, which are called from their p4rti* 
cnlar founder^. Observe that this was in a letter 
to Sympronian, a Donatist and Novatiaii Jiereticy 
tybo had found fault with the true Church for 
taking the title of Catholic. This makes power? 
fully against Mr. Blanco's account ; and distinctly 
proves that the wjxme of Catholic was the distinct 
tion from heresies^ after the period when- Apos^ 
tolical was inserted in the Nicene Creed. Now 
let us hear what St. Augustine said in the same 
century: ^^ We must hold. the communion of 
that Church, which is Catholic ; and is not only 
called so by her own children, hut by all herene- 
niies. For heretics and schismatics, whether 
they will or not, when they speak not to their 
own people, but to strangers, call Catholics, 
Catholics only. For they cannot be understood, 
if they give ttiem not that name^ which ail the 

G 2 
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wwld giuea thmnJ'*^ Aod ijnis very oircumSteoce^ 
which Mr^ WliRe * hw tike 0ffiraM>ry te ^otQ0i^ 
was one of the four important cooai^raticms 
which kept St. AugustinemtheCatholic.Churdb^ 
diat Church which Jifr.Wfait0 baa he€Sa$0vua^ 
happy as to forsake with all these ar^^uments 
before his frce^ thus atremgly urged by so great 
& doctor as St. -Augustine t ^^ There are mai^ 
other ^things which most jui^]y hold me in. the 
eommuntoii of the Catholic Church* lst.^-r-The 
agreement of .people* and nations holds m«. 
2dly. ^ Authority^ begun' with miracles, nourished^ 
with hope^ inereased.with charity, confirmed by 
antiquity^ holds me. 3d]y.--^A succession of 
Bishopsi deseeuding &obi the aee .of & t. Beter, to 
whom Christ after bis resurrection oommiited 
his fiook,. to the present episcopaey^iholda m^i 
Aih\y^--^The9t€rpnumeof\XiLTinoiJiC holds me;. 
t>f wbioh this Church afetie has^ not without 
xeason, so kept. the possession, that though -all 
heretics, desire to be called Catholics/ yet^ if a 
stranger ask them where Catholics meet^ none 
of the heretics dare point out his own house or 

his Ch«rch.?> 

• Now which are we to believe, these h(^ and 

learned Fathers^ or Mr* Blanco White ? What 

reasonable man does not see. that his accoant of 

the title CuthoKe is totally incorrect :and nn* 

founded ? The Church of God in comnmBion 

with the Pope, preserved thattitle in every cren-* 

tury down to the present ; and Mr« White knoiva 

that he cannot prove the contrary. His atteoapt 

• • •» 

.' ♦ {iib-dtYoraR^ligiopefC^.TiU 
f , Contr^ £p. FuxuL Manicbt cap, iv. 
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to do so is the weakest we have ever seen. 
Protestants have always been jealous of our sole 
possession of this title : they have often tried to 
call themselves Catholics^ and to distinguish us 
as Roman Catholics ; but in this they have never 
succeeded. To be Catholics they must prove 
themselves to be universal as to time and place ; 
which a system, or rather a confused heap of 
systems, none older than three hundred years, 
and confined to very few parts of the globe, can 
never do. ^* Thou art not yet four hundred 
years old, and hast thou seen the Apostles ?" 

But we can readily and triumphantly shew that 
our Church is Catholic^ and the " holy Catholic 
Church,*' in which we profess to believe in the 
creed. Our Church is Catholic as to time. It 
has existed in every age since the time of Christ. 
We can point out the origin of every sect and 
division of Christians ; but no one can assign 
any other beginning to our Church, than that of 
Christ and his Apostles. It is Catholic as to 
doctrine. What it teaches now, it has taught in 
every age ; and though our adversaries are fond 
of accusing us of adding new doctrines to those 
of the primitive Church, such a charge is more 
easily made than proved^ The testimonies of 
the early Fathers abundantly sliew that every 
single article of- our faith was taught from the 
beginning. It is_ Catholic as to place. It is 
spread throughout the world, and has ever 
reckoned by far the greatest number of members 
in its communion ; as every book of geography 
will testify. In fine it is Catholic by the uni- 
versal consent of all people, iii all ages, friends 
and enemies, who have always called its mem- 

G 3 
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l>ecs <?a^tbo)ics. Some have »neeringty cMM us 
Romaiiist^, Papis^s^ and other uaiiie», butliiiejr 
b^ve n^v^r generally obtained ; we still ere^and 
ever sbaU be distinguished by the gloriouls surt 
name of Cathoucs . , . 

Mr. White's invention about the term Jpf»* 
^olical ill as ridiculous as it. is original. No 
oue^ surely^ before him pretended to believe 
that Aposiolkiil was inserted in tlte Nicene 
Creed^ because the Catholics could no longer 
be distinguished fi^ooi heretics. -If .they had 
separated . from the Church, surely tbey could 
(ell what Church they had left; and all the 
world knew Catholics from othera then, as well 
as tb^y do now, thiMigb heresies ar& now mucb 
mor^ multiplied. 

. The word Apostolical was? inserted as. one 
essential mark of the true Church, as well «« 
the other marksof Unity^ HoHness, and Catho* 
licity^ It signified that our . Church had its 
origvii its mission^ aqd its doctrine from, tbe 
Apostles. The Protestants have often boasted 
that their doctrine is apoUolical^ be^cause tbey 
collect it, tbey say» from the writings of . the 
Apostl^&; and. Mr. Wbit^ attenipts the same 
argument, though ia a: very bungling manner* 
Bui how do Protestants know that they alone 
understand the writings of the Apostles in 
their true sai^C) while the wiiole body of 
the successors of the Apjo^tle^ maintain that 
they understand them wrong, that, the$iewrit« 
ings have in all ages beeti understood differ* 
ently ? 

Mr. White, aftei: these luminous discoveries^ 
proceeds, to condemn us as fallows* ^^ The 
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members of that hereticcd^ that is,' particular 
Church of the Pope, — that Church of the iiidi* 
vidual city of Rome, caunot be Catholic or 
universal, except as far as they are JpostoliiJ^ 
And again : '^ We are bound to declare her a 
corrupt and heretical Church," &c.* What 
absurdities are crowded together in these few 
lines ! Who cto value Mr. Blanco White's 
divinity a straw after such a display ? He tells 
us that " the Church of the individual city of 
Rome caunot be universal ;" which is about as 
wisd as saying that London cannot be Europe. 
Who ever said that the particular diocese of 
Rome was the universal Church ? We main- 
tain, indeed, that the Church in communion 
with the see of Rome, is Catholic^ as all the 
world knows : we maintain, that it is also 
Apostolic ; but it is not its Apostolicitt/ that 
makes its Catholicitt/^ as Mr. White confusedly 
pretends ; and it is utter absurdity to say that 
the Churi'h in communion with the see of 
Rome is otily Catholic as far as it is Apostolical j 
Mr, White suddenly claims authority to pro- 
nounce us heretical^ by which, according to his 
former account, he means that we are separated 
from— from what — Mr. Blanco White ? It is a 
new idea truly, that that Church should have 
separated^ from which all others separaled, " If 
she fell by heresy, from what Church did she 
fall ? what Church reproved her ? what Coun- 
cil condemned her ? what Fathers wrote 
against her ? where were her accusers ? did no 
Church condemn her ? No Church Lord ! 

* " Preservative," pages 52 and 53. * 
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Then she is not an heretical Cfanreb;''*^ B«fere 
Mn White asstimed authority to pronomieethus 
of the Church he has deserted, he should have 
exhibited some claim for the Church of which 
he now. professes to be a member. Tertuilian 
wouM have demanded his warrant in these 
terhis : " Let them produce the origin of thiwr 
Church, let them, give us^ a list of their biiheps, 
deduced by succession from the beginning, so 
that this first bishop had either 'an A(7ostte, or 
an Apostolical: man for his predecessof." L^t 
heretics counterfeit any thing like this if 'they 
can/'t 

' Having thus " destroyed the sophistry *' of 
Mr. White with regard to tlie^ Catholic Ghureh^ 
we shall find him '* at his dirty work again/' in 
that Letter in his " Evidence " which treats of 
the Head' of that Church on earth, the Pope; 
as well as in the third Dialogue of his ^^ Preser- 
vative." 

The substance of his Letter, as far as it re- 
gards the iPopels this,: Mr. White profoEtses to 
examine the title by which our Chmich, with 
the Pope at its head, claims infallible authority. 
He states, as the ground of it^ the memorable 
text ; " Thou art Peter/' &c. St. Matt. xvi. 18. 
He argues, that Jf those wofds contain what 
Catholics teach about the Pope, it is only in an 
indirect and obscure manner/' that Saint Peter 
never alludes to his privilege in his Epistlcis ; 
that our system ** may indeed be contained in 
that passage, but if so, it is contained like a 

« 

* See the excellent Sermon^ entitled, ^' The Spirit and 
the Truth of Eeligion," hy the Rev. H. Weedall, page 46. 
t Tert. Liber de Praescrip. cap. xxxii. 
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dismond in a mountaia ;" that it fqllows UilKt 
the claiiiiis of 4h^ Pope and his Church >^' havinf^ 
no other than an obsaur4t wad doubtful faunda- 
^ipn^ the belief of it caunot be o1)ligatory on all 
Christians;*' that if they have the power which 
they claim^ it is ^^one oC the lea^t obvious truths 
in the Gpspqls \^ that the force of Jbds argument 
rests upon the doubtfulness of the meaning of 
the text in question ; that either . Christ did not 
mean what Catholics claim ; or if .he did> he 
concealed his meaning, and tjherefoji'e^ obedience 
to the Roman Church cannot be necessary. 
This iS; really the substance of Mr* White's 
graqd argument, which he has muddily carried 
along throMgh seven octa»vo pjiges ! 

Our task then in reply is sutfieiently easy ; it 
only rests with us to shew that the claims of our 
Church and Pope> do not rest on a doubtful 
foundation*; Allowing, for argument sake, that 
our only proof of the authority of our Church 
and Pope, is the passage *^ Thou art Peter,'* &a 
which is by po means the case, we contead that 
even so, our claim does not rest upon.a doubtful 
but a very sure foundation. How can that pas-r 
sage be of doubtful meaning which for so many 
hundred years, by so many millions of people, by 
ai] the Holy Fathers and Doctori;, by all the 
Councils^ and by .the .most learned and.piou^ 
men in th^^vorld in every age dowu to the lie* 
formation, was uniformly understood as Catho- 
lics now understand it ; and since the Reformat 
tion has been understood the same by the greater 
part of the Christian world ? A fine idea for a 
passage to be called doubtful because a handful 
of men choose to dispute its meaning, in oppo* 
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f il»Ori to tiie^ rest oif * Chiidt^ndofh, arid 1 ,fi^ 
ye»s after the passngeuVM* written, fts metm*' 
ifig liaving been agreed to all that t4fii« 
througbo^t tbe. CUirifittiiift^rpi4d!*--Wl^ tiol^St. 
^Angmsttiie ^ftalifted to pronoutiee on siick a 
passage ? was not St. Jerome' biblie&il sdiotar 
enough to determine its meaning P Was tbat 
like a diamond hkiin atiaoontdin, whioli' wa$ 
•found add used by the* primitive F|sith^t%, andbas 
been preserved in? all its 'brtllian^y bveif ^nce ? 
'What does Mr. Whiter inMnby^^piu^agetttlh 
^ doubtfid mmnrkg f ^D6e%\\em0m a text whieh 
no one ba& been ever found to dispute ^? -He 
wilLfind, few mA indeed in die Sci^ptAfes; If 
so many disbordaot nieaniugs 'hkv^' belieU' asi^ 
»gned ta those four w^rds i ^^ l%is is^ my body,'' 
tfaan which langulige can furnish none pt&iu^^ 
hpwarewe to hope fdr ^a passage lite tb)MI ill 
question to be undisputed r-^But, independent 
of the glaring fact that such an -over^^^lm'tlfg 
majority of Christian^ in every ag^ have ufi* 
derstood this passage m-onie sett^t,^ and* thereby 
removed all doubtfolness frolh tt^ fneacfhigV an 
impartial •examioaliob of the Text will ^hew 
<^early wjbat our Savioor intended by it; ' ^ ' 

Our Saviour had prefviously changed the Apos- 
tle*s name from Simon to that of Cephas or 
Peter? which means a rock. '(See St John^ i, 
42}« He sbewa in Su 'Matt, xvi^ 18, what he 
intended by so doing, Stmon Peter had just 
made agloriotts. coo&ssion that Christ wite i:tie 
Son of the living Xjod \ and to reward him' for 
this confession dur-Savkmr ecfnferred 6n hiCn a 
splendid prlviteferln iblese words : *^* I say to 
tb^» that tfactt ai!t Peter $, andtipon this rock I 



will bnild xny Church) and the gates of hdl 
shall «ot prevail against it.". What fcan this 
mean but that; our JLDcd chose Peter, to ^be the 
rock or foundation upon wiudi hia Church, 
should, be- butlt'^-^tmt he was- to si^porC the 
whole edifice upon earth ? Then our Saviour 
added :. ^' And I will give to thee . the keys of 
the kiogdoni of Heaven i and whatsoever thou 
$;halt bind upon earth it shall be bound also in 
Heav^ ; and whatsoever thou shalt joose up<Mi 
e^otfa, it shall be loosed jriso. in Heaven.' ' This 
second metaphor of the keys plainly expresses 
the plenitude of power in the House of God ; 
for he who has the iceys of a house or city^ haa 
committed to Jiim the government, possession^ 
and administration thereof. Where is the ob- 
scurity or doubtfulness of the passage ? It pliunly 
confers the. primacy of honour and jurisdic* 
tion on St. Peter ; and these he is proved to 
have exercised, though his humility may easily 
have prevented htm from proclaiming his au- 
thority in Epistles, which would, after all, have, 
been a. very needless proclamation where bis. 
supremacy was never questioned. In proof that 
he was ever the acknowledged head of the 
Churcji, it should be observed that he is always 
named Jirst in the enumeration of the Apostles in< 
the Gospels ; he spoke Jirst for the election of an 
Apostle in place of Judas, declaring that ^^ one 
of these must be made a witness with us of his; 
Resurrection" (Acts, i) ; he proclaimed the Gos^ 
peljir^^ and first opened the Apostolic ministry 
on the day of Pentecost (Acts, ii) ; he first 
pleaded the cause vf the jipostles before the,. 
Council (Acts, iv) ;. he Jirst began the conversion 
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6f tht^ fibift'fef/ in xthe "person of Coriielhit 
( Acts^ x) ; he fint spok^ in the Synod of Jeru^ 
iolem^ opening it with authority,, although Str 
Jaai«8 was the Bishop of that cityinwSch it 
was held (Acto^ xv). Thns da the Scnptored 
themselves testify the meaning pf Wizt passage 
which Mr« White endeavours to obscure. : 

It has been shewn then that the rneamiigof 
tibe said text is not doubtful .or obscure rand 
this at once demolishes all Mr/ White's pom<« 
]ious argumentation, Mr. W. is wrong. in stat- 
ing that the claims of our Church and Pope 
rest solely upon the above text. With his usual 
want'of theological accuracy^ very disgraceful 
la a man of his multiplied titles, he has xon« 
fusedly mixed up the separate subjects of the 
Authority of the Churchy the Head of the Church f 
end the ir^UibHity of the. Church. All these 
important points we pix>ve from various wdglity 
Arguments ; which as the nature and limits cMf 
this Httlcfwork neither require nor admit of 
our stating at any length, we refer the reader 
to the masterly exposition of them in that in* 
comparable work,^^ The End of Religious Con- 
tt*oversy," by Bishop Milner, or, in the ^^Dis- 
mission Amicale'' of the Abb^ Tr^vern, now 
exalted to the episcopacy in France. We oon- 
fine ourselves to the sophistry of- Mr. Blanco 
White ; and shall now shew how he contimies 
it in his ^^ Preservative,'' dialogue third. 
'What will the reader think of Mr. White's 
regard for truth and charity, when he finds, him 
accusing Catholics of hoMing such monstrous 
doctrines, ai$ that the Pope has received the 
power ^^ of adding to the Sqripiures several 
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articles of Faith ?"* Perhaps this is as gross and 
absurd a calumny as was ever put forth against 
the Catholic Church ; and it is brought against 
her by one of her own ministers ! It is a broad 
insinuation that the Pope claims the poyer of 
making articles of Faith when it suits his plea- 
sure or profit ; and that we are bound to receive 
such articles equally with those in the Scrip- 
tures. It M'as known to Mr. White that no 
Catholics ever held such a doctrine : and what 
could it avail him to be guilty of such misrepre- 
sentation ? Catholics do not hold that the 
Pope can invent or propose articles at his plea- 
sure ; nor is any constitution of the Pope bind- 
ing upon us unless received and approved by 
the open or tacit consent of the Church through- 
out the world. " The Church," says the illus- 
trious Bossuet^ " openly professes that she says 
nothing from herself ; that she invents no new 
doctrine ; she only declares the Divine Revela^. 
tion by the interior direction of the Holy Ghost, 
who is given to her as her teacher."f 

With equal disregard to truth and charity^ Mr. 
White states that the Pope *' grounds his claims 
on his own aut\^ority and supports his authority 
by the sword ; that he objects to the free circula- 
tion of the Scriptures because they are unfavour- 
able to him'; and because he has added articles to 
'them, decidedly to his own profit."J Such is the 
contemptible fallacy with which he introduces 
several of our doctrines, in order to persuade 

* " Preservative," page 58. 

f " Exposition of the Doctrine of the Catholic Church,*' 
chap. 18. 

J ** Preservative," pages 60 and 61. 

u 
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\ki9 readers that they are tbe in^ventions of 
Popery, ^od additiojos to the word of God, for 
the profit of tbe Catholic Church. The clearest 
arguments i|i reply may be tbirown away upon 
a mipd so dishouoarable, and so determined to 
misrepi'eseQt It may be in vain to shew tb^ 
th^ autfiority of tbe Church and the supremacy 
of tbe PopQ are dearly taught in the Holy 
Scriptures ; to prot^, that we totally dis-r 
approve of aivd condema persecution iq every 
$baue for religious opinion^ $ thai we d<^ tuxt 
object to tbte free reading of the i^criptiM^eg, 
fram a.ny fear that any part of our doctrine will 
be disproved by them | and that pur Church or 
JPppe b^ never proposed any uew articles of 
Faith, avy contrary iq the w^urd of Gods or in 
additiou tQ the word Qf Gpdj or any notdeUver- 
ed to the Chui'cb by Christ, inimediately^ or 
through bis Apostles, But tbt^^gb w^e bave little 
^xpecta,tion of co^vinciipg a 9iau so bent iipon 
calumniatii^ tbe creed of bis fathers, it. will 
be right to. examine the doi^tri^es wbjU^ hi? Q^lls 
inventions of the Pope, and prove theip to be all 
divine revelations, lest a^y be imposed upoipb |^y 
Mr. White's grievoius^ i|iij»r>:state^tii(^i^4S' The 
points which he ciiarges us wUI^ iip^ve^t^ng ar« 
Traditiop, Transi,ibsta|Ui^ioA| Coi^ssipiii Re* 
lies, and Images* 

Mr. White's larger WQi^lfs d/oes uoit pfofeaa to 
enter into arguments upon these doctrines^ but 
(»aly to shew their teude^y to ipci^ei^e the 
power of the Pope and his Church, and thence 
to infer the motive the Pope h^ ia i»ventfcig 
them. The smaller work, ^' The Poor Afan's 
Preservative," wluqh is that njtore immediately 
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under notke^ is by fio id^eans so re^rved ; it 
foUoi^s the usual train of first misrepresentitig 
our doctrines, iatid then ridiculing them^ and 
drawing the most un^^'arratited consequences 
from them% The *' Evidence" merely &peafas of 
our placing /m(i{i/{on on the same fcK>tmg with 
the scriptures: the '* Preservative." unbhish- 
iflgly charges ud with makitig tradition or hear- 
my superior to the word of God in writing ; and 
d^are$ tfiat, " by placing the Scripture under 
the control of these hearsays, the Pope and his 
Church have been able to build up the monstrous 
system of their power and ascendancy."* All 
this will be best confuted, by a concise statement 
of the real doctrine of Catholics coneerning 
Tradition. 

The rule of our Faith is the Revealed Word 
of God. The tvord of God is two-fold, written 
and unwriHen, The written is called Scfipture^ 
the unwritten, TVadition. The unimitten word 
wa$ the first rule of Christianity : the Church 
was established before the New Testament was 
written: Tradition was already in possession; 
and wheii the New Te^t&ment was added 
to it, its authority was not forfeited on that 
account. The tvritten word is not the ivkole 
word of God, but only a part. It is not alone a 
sufficient rule of faith without traditional autho- 
rity ; for if it were, there would have been no 
heresies, and the gospel should have been so 
clear and explicit in every point of faitls as to 
prieclude all doubt. The tvritten word itself was 
delivered down by Tradition | and its authentic 

♦ " Pf^scrv^tive,'* page 63. 
11 2 
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city is therefore traditional or dependent on 
Catholic tradttion. By traditional authority flhe 
C^hiircb is empowered^ both to attest the authen- 
ticity of Scripture and to determine its original, 
genuine, aqd orthodox interpretation. 

The (Earliest Fathers, to whom no Protestant 
can object^ refer in striking terms to the autho- 
rity of Tradition. TertuUian, in the third cen- 
tury, says, speaking of controversy : ^* Where- 
fore the Scriptures cannot be the test, nor can 
they decide the conflict; since, with relatioiito 
them, the victory must remain penddlous/'* 
St.. Irenseus iti the san^ ceutuiy, speaking of 
heretics, says : " They are ayerse from Tradition^ 
saying that they are more penetrating, not than 
the rastprs only, but than the Apostles' them- 
selves — that they have discovered the general 
truth — the hidden mystery ."f How applicable 
to Luther and his associates, '^ wlio founded 
Mr. White's Qhurch ;" and to him who devoutly 
treads in their footsteps ! Sometimes, however, 
they themselves were compelled to give glory to 
the truth, as.Melancthon does in the fallowing 
remarkable words : ^* Let us learn to love, re- 
verence, and venerate the teaching Church ;••. 
as it was most agreeably signified iti Samson's 
allegory : had he not ploughed with my heifer y 
ye bad. not found out my riddle; that is : had ye 
not heard the ChurchfWhich is the depositary 
of the word of God... the word of God. itself had 
been utterly unknown toyou.*'t With this expla- 

* Lib. de Preescrip. c. xix. 

+ Lib. iii. c, 2. 

\ Melancthon in loc. com. de ^ccles. p. 3^8. 
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iiatioti, and these testiu^onies, who will cl^cHl M r* 
While that Tradition was idvented by the Pope t 

Mr. White next attociks TntnsubstaniiatipH. 
He sets out as usual with false assertions^ He 
says it would be searched for in yaih \tk the 
Scriptures-^that the Apostles could not tiiider-^ 
stand the words of Christ in a corporeal sense — 
that St. Paul did not believe in the real presence, 
— ^that in order to secure veneration fot the 
priests, the people were taught the real pre- 
Sence-^and that it was so nraterial a presence 
that if a mouse eat up part bf the host, it (^er-^ 
tainly eat the body of Christy &c.* Here, for 
ouce, Mr. White has not the small merit of 
having invented false accusations. These are 
all old attacks, a thousand times made against 
us, and a thousand times repelled. There is no 
truth iu any one of them. 

We certainly believe the doctrine of Transiib- 
stantiation to have been handed down to us by 
divine Tradition, as a revealed truth received 
from Christ himself, but not to the exclusion of 
testimony in its favour in the Scriptures. // 
would not be searched fot in vain in the Scrips 
tures. They contain the memorable word:?, 
" This is my body," &c. : and now Luther and 
Calvin shall prove for us, by condemning each 
other, that transidfstttntiation is the only true 
scriptural doctrine of the real presence. Luther 
tried hard to disbelieve the real presence, but 
declared that the words were too strong for 
him, and that he was forced to believe that 
Christ was truly and corporeally prel^nt after 

♦ " Preservative,'* p. 64. 
H 3 



t;lie 9oo86cratiQQ^ . ^knyevert be iiaugbt that the 
bodjr (>f,C))ri$t:,was, prose^^ in tbe bread, :9nd 
witb . tbe bresid^ which ^mode was. called ..con- 
substantation. Calvin, however, denied any real 
presepce) andaecused Lutherof doing violence 
to the words of jGhrist } for be did not say, 
f 5 This bread is n^y. body/' or ** My .body is in 
this.;" but^ " This is my body." Therefore, 
said Calvin, you n^ust either admit no real pr^-. 
sen^qe at all, oir admit Tr€msubstantia(iQn with the 
Catholics.. Luthe^* replied that Calvin's figura« 
tive sense did equal violence to the words of our 
Saviour ; for he did not say, ** This, is the figure 
of my body 5" nor, " This contains the virtue 
and efficacy of my body;'' but sanply, /*This 
is njy body ;" therefore,, concluded Luther, bis 
body was there really present. Thus the ene- 
mies of the Catholic Church,, by refuting one 
another proved uniJi^entionally the truth, of her 
doQtrine; and this ^lonewill sufficiently shew 
that Tranauhstantiation. w|ll not be searched for 
in vain in the Scriptures* The jdpoHles could 
understand the words of our Lord in a corporeal 
9eme: they knew him, to be the omnipotent Son 
of God3 aad the trpth itself; hence they must 
believe him able to change bread into his iSody, 
and. they mus^ believe that be gave them his 
body, when he expresslydeclared that hedid ao. 
But, says Mr, White, . it wppld li^ve been *^ as 
if Christ had said |o them that he was holding 
himself in bis own hands." . Exactly so^Mr, 
Blanco White; the consequence is rigorously 
true« Does Mr. White mean to claim this paltry 
objection as bis own? No, even this is an old 
quibble^ and perhaps while he was an in&del^ 
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he learnt it frdm the works of J. J. Rousseau. 
Tiiat writer exclaimed in a tone of triumph : 
^' We must believi: then that Jesus Christ put 
his body into his mouth r" ► Let Mr. White and 
ail such, ^be assured that this was after all no 
more an original idea of Rousseau's than of his 
own. This with evei'V other difficulty and 
consequence of our belief, was long ago seen 
and solved by venerable antiquity. The holy 
fathers weighed all these things before God, and 
solve(| them by recurring to the Divine Omnipo* 
tence^ as they did in all other mysteries of re- 
ligion. St. Augustine saw no absurdity in the 
consequence thus objected. He has the very 
words : '^ Jesus Christ held himself in his hands^ 
when giving his body he said: this is my body, 
since he ihenheldlhat same bodt/inhis own handsJ*^* 
St. John Chrysostom says to the same effect : 
'^ He drank himself of his own blood."i In fact, 
the body which Christ gave was by anticipation 
liis glorified body, which was capable of being 
in many places at once^ and had other qualities 
which our bodies will also possess when they shall 
haveputon iucorruption and immortality. Itwas 
the same body as to the mattery but differenit as 
to the manner : and hence there is no absurdity 
in the consequence that Christ held his body in 
his hands. 

From the false assumption that the Apostles 
could not imderstand the words in a corporeal 
sense, Mr. W. draws a consequence equally 
false. It is not true to say that St. Paul did 
not believe the real presence ; he did believe it^ 
notwithstanding Mr. White's mighty proof, from 

♦ St. Aug. in Psalm 33. t Homil. 83 in St Matt. 
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St. Faurs callihg the elertieots bt^ad and cup. 
Arid observtej St. Paurs belief do vray foll6\Vs 
from that of Ihe other Apostlda ? fbr he fells us 
th^t what he taught of the EuehaWst, he had 
learned by express revelation ft^rtk Christ him- 
self i *' I nave received of ihe Lord^ that Which 
also I delivered to you," &c.* He delivered an 
tfxaet accoihrt of the institution of this mystery ;- 
and what he says of the use afid effects of it| 
evidently proves that he believed in the real 
presebce of Christ's true bbdy and blood. He 
d^cilat'es that the unworthy receiver is guilty of 
the body and blood of ihe Lotd.f How could 
that be, if the body and blood were not there ? 
H^ <'equit*es a person to prove hiMself before^he 
receives^ lest he eat atid drink his own dattina-- 
tiofl, not diBCeriting the body of the Lord.l How 
Aotild a num be guilty of not discerning the 
Lord's body if it were hot there present? St. 
Paul u^ses the words bread aiid cup it is true j 
btif thid nnake^ nothing against his belief or 
durs in the real presence. Cup merely means 
ffie Contents of the cup, be they What they may j 
tlie container for the thing contained, by a very 
Common figiire of speech^ as Mr. White kne^ 
t6ry well. Th^ Blessed Sidrariieht nftay be 
called bread fbr many reasons: Ist^— bedause it 
is coasecrated from bread. 2d, — Because it stiU 
retains the ft)rm and taste of bread. Sd^^Be- 
cause it i* the bread or food of the soul. 4tb,-'^ 
Because it is the body of Him Who is the true 
bread of life, oiir daily and supers ubstamiai 
bread. But it may dtill continue to 6<d ih 
tUltty th^ true body of Christ; iatid therefoire 

' ♦ 1 €or. xi, 23. +Ib.t.27. tIb.t.Jte. 
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St. Paul's words prove his belief of the real pre^ 
sence. Mr. White's notCj telling his readers 
that Catholics use a white wafer instead of 
common bread, in order to remove the appear- 
ance of bread, which would be too visible an 
argument against their doctrine, is too visibly 
false and ridiculous to merit serious refutation. 
He knew that it was not done for any such 
reason ; and he would have hard work to prove 
that a white wafer looks any more like the body 
of Christ than commpn bread. 

^If Transubstantiation were invented by the 
Pope, how comes it that the Greek Church 
teaches it ? For Mr. White took care to tell 
us long ago, that the Greeks never acknow- 
ledged the Pope, and therefore he cannot sup- 
pose that they would adopt his inventions. 

We bave shewn that the Greeks did acknow- 
ledge the Pope up to the ninth century; and if 
Mr. White means to pretend that Trausubstan-j 
tiation is of later introduction, it rests with him 
to shew how the Greek Church came to embrace 
it ; and also how the Ethiopians, Armenians, 
and others, should profess it, who separated from 
the Pope much earlier. The well-known fact 
that these early Separatists have ever believed 
in Transubstantiation invincibly proves that it is 
no doctrine invented by any Pope, but taught 
from the beginning from no other source than 
Divine revelation, 

Mr. White's last attack is the most dishonour- 
able, and withal the weakest he has made against 
Transubstantiation. *' The presence," be says, 
^^ is so material, that if a mouse eats up part of the 
consecrated bread, it certainly eats the body of 
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Christ/' and thit be calls ^^ our most irreverent 
Icmguage/' Let his readers be well assured^ 
Idiat the irreverence is M his own, and that of 
the poor objectors from whom he has copied it. 
No Catholic ever thought eo irreverently ; it is 
ati old objection wfarcb Mr. White has seen re<^ 
fiited dvQr and over again, in all our books o^ 
divinity. He has be^n dishonourable enough 
to bring forth the objection and suppress the 
answer ; to charge ns with the irreverent Ian-* 
guage of our opponents^ and to withhold odr 
own r^ply." ** See," said St^ Augustine, ** by 
what arguments hiimto Weakness seeks to coa«« 
tradict Divine Omnipotence.'^ *^ We ^ould 
not believe in Christ himself, if we were to be 
moved by the scoffs of Paganism." ' We answer, 
then, to all such objectors s ^^ Yon err, not knoTv- 
ing the Scriptures, nor the power of God :'** we 
deny that the body of Christ in the Blessed Sa^- 
eranient can suffer any indignity, such as being 
devouried by mice or turned to corruption. It 
was liable to these things while in a state of n)or-^ 
tality ; but being now risen from the dead, it 
cannot suffer any more ; it is in a glorified state, 
impassable and incorruptible. Hence, no kind 
of indignity affects the foody of Christ in the 
£ucharist, but only falls upon the species or 
outward accidents, under which it is concealed. 
Thus vanish all Mr* White's ffrouudless asser- 
tions about tlie Catholic belief in Transubstan- 
tiation. - 

The next point of Our Faith which Mr. White 
attacks is Pmrgatory. His larger work 6ay$ little 

♦ St. Miitt., xxli, «9. 
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about it. He has a flovirish aboiii those five 8a« 
craxuents which the Catholic Church has ever 
held from the beginning, and which Protestants 
have rejected, and he amuses himself with calU 
ing them Roman sacraments. Unluckily for 
Mr. White's witty designation, it is well known 
to him that they are not Roman sacraments 
alone, but held now, as they ever have been, by 
the Greeks, Arqienians, Ethiopians, and Coptic 
Christians; aqd this puts an end at once to bis 
attempt to call them, in derision, Roman saera-^ 
ments. The ** Preservative,' ' as usual, first 
gives an erroneous account of the Catholic doc- 
trine of purgatory, and then derides it* 

Catholics are taught, if we are to take Mr. 
White's account, that the Pope has the power to 
relieve or release the souls in Purgatory, by 
means of indulgences.* He calls Purgatory 
" the offspring of Ronoan Catholic tradition^" 
and says that ^' tradition alone mu^t have been 
brought to the aid of Purgatory." Also that the 
idea of Purgatory was first produced by the 
uotioi) that pain and suffering have the power of 
pleasing God. Would it not have been far more 
creditable in Mr. White to state our doctrine 
fairly, and to oppose it with honourable argu-* 
ments? There is some excuse for their mis* 
stating our doctrines, who hsive njever heard 
them but from prejudiced fvnd illiberal reporters, 
but we can find nothing to extenuate misrepre* 
sentation in a m^in whose profession obliged him 
to know thetm thoroughly. Our belief concern- 
ing purgatory is simply this : ^^ That there is a 
Purgatory : and that the souls therein detained 

♦ " Presenrative," p. 6». 



84 CHAPTBR in. 

are helped by the suffrages of the faithful.'' 
The belief is not the offspring of tradition alone : 
we find it asserted even in the Old Testament that 
it is ^^ a wholesome thought to pray for the dead, 
thatthey maybe loosed from sinp/'2Macch.ch.xii» 
and though Protestants reject the books of Mac- 
chabees (perhaps on this very account), they are 
still obliged to admit, that this passage proves, 
that the Jews were accustomed to offer sacri-* 
fices and prayers for the dead, and that Judas 
Macchabeus, of the priestly race, would not 
have ordered such sacrifices, if it had not beeu 
a received doctrine that they were beneficial to 
the departed. In St. Matt. ch. xii. our Sa* 
viour speaks of a sin which shall not be forgiven 
in this world, nor in the next. This clearly in- 
dicates that some sins' are forgiven in the next 
world ; and if so, there must be a purgatory. In 
St. Matt* eh. v. and St. Luke ch. xii. mention 
IS made of a prison whence there shall be no de- 
liverance, till the prisoner has paid the last far- 
thing. This prison TertuUian and others under- 
stood, to be purgatory ; and the well known pas- 
sage (1 Cor. ch. iii.) where it is promised that a 
man " shall be saved, yet so as hyjire^'^ has been 
understood of Purgatory by St. Augustine,' St. 
Ambrose, St. Jerome, and many other venerable 
authorities. Purgatory is also proved by reason 
itself : God is infinitely just, and must render to 
each according to his works. Now as some men 
die }n mortal sins, there is hell to punish them ; 
.as some few die without any sin, there is heaven 
for their immediate reward; but as others die in 
small sins or under the guilt of neglected satis- 
factions, there must be a middle place of punish- 
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ment for a time, for such souls. They are too 
good to be condemned to hell, and yet too de- 
filed to enter lieaven. The middle place in 
which they mnst be purified, we call Purgatory. 
Hence Mr. White has not truly said that " Tradi- 
tioji alone must Iiave been brought to the aid of 
Purgatory/' But if it rested solely on tradition, 
that tradition which supports it is of too vene- 
rable antiquity to be overlooked by any consis- 
tent mind. Luther and Calvin, who ** founded 
Mr. White's Church," both acknowledge that it 
was the common doctrine of the Fathers.* We 
need only add, that Tertullian mentions the cus- 
tom of praying for the dead as an ancient usage^f 
even in liis time, that is, in the third century, 
St. Cyprian, St. Ambrose, *and also the Greek 
Fathers, as St. Epiphanius, St. Chrysostom and 
innumerable other authorities, bear testimony 
to it. 

As to the assertion that Purgatory is grounded 
on the notion of pain and sufttring being pleas- 
ing to God, it only need be observed, that if 
suffering inflicted for sin has not the power of 
turning away the anger of God and procuring 
bis pardon and favour, Mr. White must show 
how itwasthat Achab's punishment was averted, 
wlien he humbled himself in sackcloth and 
fasting ; how the Ninivites were spared, when 
they did penance in fasting and suffering ; and 
how, if voluntary austerities are not pleasing to 
God, St. John the Baptist made so grievous a 

* Luther in Genesira, T. 6. Edit. Wittemb. pag« 100. 
Calvin, Instit. L. 3, cap 5, No. 10. 

f Lib. de Exhort. Castit. c. 2, et de Corona Mil. c. 3 
et 4. 
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Qii^t^ke as to lead such an austere and penil^n- 
tial life in the desert. But it is very natural for 
those to preach against voluntary suffering, who 
have no relish for it ! 

. But Mr. White says we are taught^ that the 
Pope can " relieve or release the souls in Pur- 
gatory by means of indulgences." If by this, 
he means to insinuate that the Pope claims juris- 
diction in the. other world, and can relieve or 
release souls in Purgatory at pleasure, he knows 
that Catholics never held such a belief. They 
believe that indulgences only profit the m)u1s in 
Purgatory in the way of suffiagCy that is, in much 
the same way as prayers and other good works 
performed and offered for the benefit of those 
souls ; and hence they do not consider that any 
indulgence, granted even by the Pope, is infallible 
in its effect, but that it always depends upon the 
free acceptance of God's mercy. Mr. White's 
derision of Purgatory is beneath notice. The 
wisest of meV^ trns said : Qui erudit derisoreniy 
ipse injuriam sibi facit : et qui arguit impium, 
sibi macuhm general* 

The next subject with Mr. White is, naturally, 
^^ Indulgences.'' It is a bad way of reasoning, 
to argue from the particular abuse of any prac* 
tice, against its general utility; and we are 
sorry, though not surprised, to find Mr. White 
falling in with former, rev ilers of the Catholic 
Churchf and grounding his chief arguments 
against Indulgences upon certain alleged abuses 
of them. He treats us to a strange account in 
his *^ Evidence" of the sale of indulgences in 

* Proverbs, ix, 7. 
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Spain, and the profits of them being divided 
bet\veen the Pope and the King, and so forth. 
In his '^ Preservative,'' he tells us that the Pope 
has the key of an uifinite treasure of merits, by 
which, if a man had been condemned to lie iu 
Purgatory millions of years, he could send him 
at once to heaven by a plenary indulgence ! 
And he absolutely asserts that his reader has 
only to look into our Laitys Directory^ and he 
will find the appointed days, when any one of 
us ^* is empowered by the Pope to liberate one 
soul out of Purgatory, by means of a plenary 
indulgence.'* How foul and monstrous are 
such assertions, in the mouth of a man ordained 
a Catholic Priest! So far from every individual 
being empowered to release a soul, we do not 
believe that all the Catholics on earth, Pope and 
all, have any direct poiver to release a suffering 
soul, by any indulgence, or any number of in- 
dulgences ; but only that we can, as above 
explained, apply certain indulgences for their 
intention, in the way of suffrage^ devoutly hop- 
ing that God, in his mercy, will be moved to 
accept such suffrages for their relief, as far as 
it shall be his blessed will. Mr. White's readers 
might look through our Directories a long time 
before they would find a word about releasing 
souls by indulgences; and if they were invented, 
as Mr. White insinuates, for the profit of the 
Pope, bow came the Greeks to hold them, as 
they undoubtedly do, and ever have done ? (vSee 
Perpetuity de la Foi, tome iii, page 724.) It has 
been already stated, that we do not believe the 
Pope to have any jfUrisdiction over Purgatory, 
and therefore the idea of his enabling a soul to fiy 

I 2 
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to heaven by a plenary indulgence, n widely 
reraoved from our doctrine, which only teaches 
that indnlgences «iay profit the dead in the way 
of suffrage, offering to God in their behalf, 
the infinite merits of his divine Son and those 
of his Saints through Him. As to the sale of 
indulgences and other abuses, the Council of 
Trent expressly urges, that ail such profanations 
be remedied and abolished, and commands all 
Bishops diligently to correct them in their res- 
pective Churches. Qn this subject the venerable 
Di*. Milner thus expresses himself: ^^I am far 
from denying that indulgenceis have ever beei» 
sold :— alas I what is so sacred, that the avarice 
of man has not put irp to sale ! Christ himself 
was sold, and that by an Apostle, for thirty 
pieces 6f silver. I do not retort upon you the 
advertisements I frequently see in the news^ 
papers, about buying and selling benefices^ 
with the cure of souls annexed to them, in your 
Church; but this I contend for, that the Catholic 
Church, so far from sanctioning this detestable 
simony, has used her utmost pains^ particularly 
jn the general Coiuicils of Lateran, Lyons, 
Vienne, and Trent, to prevent it."* 

Setting out^ as usual, with a false assertion,—* 
that the object of the Catholic Church is ^^ to 
deprive men both of their understanding and 
their will, and make them blind tools of her 
own,'* Mr. White next speaks of Confession. He 
misrepresents its nature siud effects, and of course 
its origin. He says, erroneously and insultingly z 
'Mbe Romanist Church thakes the confession of 

* " End of Religious Controversy." Letter 43. 



CHAPTER III. 89 

every sin, by thought^ word^^nA deedy necessary to 
receive absolution from a priest." This he knew 
to be a wrong assertion in two respects, for 1st. 
We are not obliged to confess any sins which are 
not mortal; and 2dly, We are only obliged to 
confess such as we can' remember after a diligent 
examination ; whereas Mr. White's proposition 
would mean, that we could not be absolved unless 
we confessed all our sins, and would leave no 
hope of forgiveness for those we have forgotten. 
We believe that sins inculpably forgotten are 
forgiven as well as those confessed. Mr. White 
next declares that confession " has changed the 
repentance of the Gospel, into a ceremony which 
silences remorse at the slight expense of a 
doubtful, temporary sorrow." Mr. White knows, 
on the contrary, that we only believe confession 
profitable, as far as it is joined to a true contri- 
tion or repentance for sin, accompanied with a 
firm resolution to sin no more, an4 to make 
satisfaction to God and our neighbour. As con- 
fession is difficult and humiliating, a sinner will 
seldom be brought to it, unless he has already 
conceived some sentiments of repentance, and 
desire to be reconciled to God ; and, so far from 
confession ^^ changing the repentance of the 
Gospel," we uniformly find that those who are 
abandoned to vice, desert the tribunal of con- 
fession, while those who are moved to repentance 
always return to it. Many Protestants have 
wished for the re-establishment of confession, and 
have admitted the depravity of morals which 
followed from its abolition among them : a proof 
(bat they did not consider it as '^ changing the 
repentance of the Gospel," 

I 3 
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- Havifip^thnsmigrepr^sdhted the nature of &>ti^ 
fession, it was to be expected that Mr. Wbit6 
would b^ equally tinep^ing tin to its -effecis. 
Accordingly, we find him affecting indignatron at 
what he terfna ^^ the paltry plea-" tJiat'cOhfessioti 
often causes restitution of iIl«gfotteil goods. ^^ Tbd 
trnth is/' be adds, ^' that restititftioit is not a whit 
more probable among Roman Catholics," thai^ 
other Christians : and he splendidly confirms 
this by saying, that in the course of fifteen years 
that he has lived in England, he hais known oize 
restitution- by a poor person of a sum of money, 
without confession ! To this we mifl[ht answer, 
that where confession is in ude, theft is less likely 
to prevail, and restitutions ere not so often to be 
mad^ : but we are content ^ith observing, that 
Catholics have all the motives to ul*gethem to 
make restitution which others have, such as re- 
pentance, remorse, &c. ; and in addition to th^ni, 
they have .the serious remonstrances and exhor*- 
tations> of every Confessoir Who does his duty, as 
also the delfty or refusal of absolutions in cases 
of neglect or unwillin^ess on the plart of the 
sinner to restore. Where then is the greater 
probability of restitution beitig duly made? Jn 
the one case the sinnefr has no buYnati being to 
admonish him, but is left to his own conscience; 
in the other, besides his conscience, he has the 
exhortations and threats of his Cbur <ih to urge 
him to his duty still more powerfully. An in- 
stance was published in the newspapers not very 
long ago, of a gentleman in London receivins' a 
box of Valuable jewellery from Italy, restorea to 
him, through tbe hands of a [iriest, by a servant 
maid who Had robbed him of it in England ; an<i 
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this was eSected by the ministry of confession. 
There is no Catholic Confessor who could not 
furnish mitny instances of restitutions which he 
has known and been instrumental in procuring; 
but it will readily be conceived that there are 
many imperious reasons which forbid the dis- 
closure of such examples. Mr. White, however, 
makes a curious confession himself. He says 
he can assure his readers as Penitent^ as well as 
Confessor, that " confession is exceedingly inju- 
rious to purity of mind." This is rather an 
-awkward acknowledgment, for a man who was 
very anxious iii his first IHalogue, to have it 
believed that he had been so innocent before he 
fell into infidelity : it leads us to suspect that he 
was not remarkably correct in his duty, either as 
Penitent or Confessor ; and if so, it is no wonder 
if the laver of grace and regeneration should have 
proved to him a source of defilement: ab im- 
mundo quid mundabitur ^"^ 

But now comes a graver charge : " a Confes- 
sor can promote even treason with safety, in the 
•secresy which protects his office.^' How so, jVJr. 
Blanco White ? If the Confessor endeavours to 
excite his penitents to treason, surely they can 
•denouncehim to the civil powers ; and he must 
be very stupid if he thinks nimself secure by vir- 
tue of the secresy of his office. He is quite as 
liable to punishment in such a case as any other 
promoter of treason, and he would be more richly 
deserving of it, for having impiously profaned his 
sacred ministry. But if it is here insinuated that 
a Confessor can promote treason in which the 
penitent confesses himself implicated, this h 

* Ecclesiasf icirs, xxxiv, 4. 
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more improbable than the oth^r ease ; for a penU 
tent concerned in treason would not be likelj. to 

E resent himself at the confeftaional, or if he did, 
e would not confess his treason if he had not 
resolved to renounce it; for Mr. White knows 
perfectly well that no man implicated in treason 
could be absolved by a conscientious priest, but 
would be Earnestly exhorted by every means to 
renounce such iniquity, and to give informatiou 
to the proper authorities. For the rest, there is 
nothing 90 holy that men will not abuse; and 
whatever abuses Mr. White's confessional prac- 
tice may have brought to his knowledge, they 
cani^ot justly be urged against the real good of 
the institution^ nor wefgh ' a feather against its 
manifest and acknowledged utility. 

Now to attend to Mr. White's account of its 
origin .* he puts this speech for the reader in his 
Dialogue : '^ I cannot help wondering how the 
Church of Rome could persuade men to submit 
to such a revolting and dangerous practice as that 
of confession.'' It would certainly be matter for 
wonder if the Church of Rome could haveper- 
suaded men to submit to confeission. . That man- 
hind have in every age submitted to it, is a so)id 
proof that it is no invention of Rome. Confes- 
sion is too painful and humiliating for any human 
authority to have been able to establish it in 
every age and nation, as we know it to have 
been established; and we thank Mr. Blanco 
White for thus unintentionally reminding us of 
one very powerful proof of its being of Divine 
institution. It is a strong argument of the truth 
of Christianity, that, opposed as it is to human 
passions, it was firmly established on the wreck 
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orPaganiym; and it h a powerful proof of the 
Divine institution of confession, that it has been 
in every age observed by the great majority of 
the Christian world. It will be well, however^ 
to remind Mr. White again, that if, as he would 
have it, confession was imposed upon the world 
by the Church of Rome, he must tell us how it 
comes that the Greeks, the Jacobites, the Nesto* 
rians, and Armenians, have ever retained the 
practice of sacramental confession the same as 
Catholics. These sects separated from the com-* 
rounion of Rome 1,300 years ago; and therefore 
confession must have been the usage of the uni- 
versal Church at that time ; and then what be-» 
comes of.Mr. White's attempt to shew that Rome 
invented it in the ignorance of the dark ages ? 

But confession did not grow up gradually with 
vi^hat Mr, W. opprobriously terms the '^ Romanist 
system." In the second century, Origen speaks 
of confession made to the priest.* In the tbird^ 
St. Cyprian speaks of secret sins confessed to the 

Friests, and of remission granted by them.'f St, 
reneus, Tertullian, and others testify to thepi^ac^ 
tice of setret confession to the ministers of the 
Church. And though Mr. White pretends that 
there is nothing in Scripture to support the prac- 
tice, we can shew him ihat it is solidly grounded 
upon Scripture. In St. Matt, xviii, 18, our Sa- 
viour assured his Apostles that whatsoever they 
should bind or loose upon earth, should be bound 
or loosed also in heaven. In St. John, xx, 23, 
he gave them the Holy Spirit, and declared that 

* Origen, Horn. 2, in Levit. n. 4. Item Horn. 2 in 
Ps. XXX vii, 19. 

t Be Lapsis, p, 190—101. 
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whose sins they should ior^ive, should be foi^ 
iven ; and whose sins they should retain, should 
retained. Now, how could the Apostles exer* 
cise this power, unless they knew what the sins 
were which they were to forgive or retain ? And 
how could they come to thisjinowledge, except 
by the confession of' those who had committed 
them i The power granted by Christ was clearly 
^Judiciary power, which could only be exercised 
with full Knowledge of the cause : such knowledge 
could only be obtained by thecriminars owncou* 
fession. And thus the obligation of confession is 
clearly founded upon the Scriptures, no less than 
on the uninterrupted tradition of the Catholic 
Church, in every age fhom the Apostles. 

Protestants have often repented of the abolition 
of confession, and earnestly desired its re*esta- 
blishment. ^This can never be among those : who 
have been taught that Sacramental Confession 
was not instituted by the '^Divine Founder) of 
Christianity. They will no more submit to such 
a yoke than the first Christians would have dune, 
if they had not believed it of divine appointment. 

It is a curious fact, that Mr. White^^ difficul- 
ties about Confession were very ably treated by 
a celebrsited royal theologian, no less a personage 
than King Henry VIII, who wrote as follows, in 
his ^^ Defence of the Seven Sacraments, against 
Luther." — ^^ But as to Confession, if not a word 
was said or read in figure, or spoken by the 
Holy Fathers.; yet when I see every one for so 
many centuries confesising his sins to the Priests, 
when from that very practice 1 behold so much 
good come, and no evil, I can neither believe 
nor think but that the practice was appointed 
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and preserved, not by any human counsel, but by 
divine command. For neither could the people 
have been ever brought, by any human authority, 
to pour out in the ear of another, who could 
divulge them if he pleased, their most secret 
sins, of which their conscience gave them a hor- 
ror, and which it was so much their interest to 
conceal, with so much confusion, and yet so rea- 
dily : nor could it happen, that whereas so many 
Priests, good and bad, are promiscuously em- 
ployed in hearing Confessions, even those should 
keep them secret who keep nothing else ; unless 
God, who instituted this Sacrament, protected by 
a special grace so salutary an institution. I am 
persuaded, therefore, whatever Luther may say, 
that Confession comes not from any popular 
custom or institution of the Fathers, but owes its 
establishment and preservation to God himself." 
Thus wrote bur royal " Defender of the Faith" 
against the patriarch of the Reformation. 

From Confession, Mr. White, after a sentence 
or two about the unscriptural encroachments of 
Komanists, passes on to the subject of Relics and 
Images, He thus questions his reader:— "Did 
you ever find mention of Relics in the Bible ?" 
The reader is made to answer — " Certainly not." 
We suppose, then, that the obsequious reader 
never looked into the Fourth, or, as it is called 
in the Protestant Translation, the Second Book of 
Kings, ch. xiii, v. 21, where it is mentioned 
that a dead body was raised to life bj/ having 
touched the bones of the Prophet Eliseus, or 
£lisha : and that he never saw, in the second 
chapter of the same Book, that the same Prophet 
had used a Relic, namely, the cloak of Elias or 
Elijah^ to divide the waters of the Jordan. He 
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never read, we presume, the I9th chapter of 
the Acts, where it is stated that diseases and 
wicked spirits were driven out by-the application 
of handkerchiefs and aprons from the body of St- 
Paul. Who can say, with these passages before 
him, that the Bible never mentions Relies ? 
< Mr. White next amuses his reader with as- 
suring him that Rome has long ^' carried on a 
trade in bones, '^ and recounting numerous 
abuses and impostures, with false relics, &c. &c.; 
as also with various Images, Pictures, and^ the 
like, which he winds up with this sweeping 
conclusion : — " This I can assure you, before the 
whole world, that whoever submits entirely to the 
guidance of Rome, must become a weak supersti- 
tious being, unless his natural temper should dis- 
pose hini to join with superstition the violence 
and persecuting Spirit of the bitterest bigotry." 

We shall not trouble o^urselves to examine the 
truth or falsehood of Mr. White's pretty stories ; 
but we must say, that the grossand multiplied mis- 
representations in which he has been already de- 
tected, gives a strong presumption as^ainst his 
accuracy in such reports as these. ' If -all the 
abuses exist which he enumefates, and if many 
more exist, they are still abuses ; and till it can 
be shewn that our Church gives countenance to 
them, they will make nothing against the vene- 
ration of Relics and Images, properly understood 
and practised. If Mr. White mfeans to assert 
that Relics are not to be had in a proper degree 
&f veneration^ the evidence of Scripture, or all 
tradition, and the Holy Fathers, is against him ; 
and. St. Jerome will condemn him in the remark- 
sible language he used against Vi<rilantius : 
'^ The Pope then does wrong when he offers sacri* 
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fice to the Lord over what we account the 
venerable bones, but what you call the vile dust of 
the dead men, Peter and Paul, and considers 
their tombs as the Altars of Christ ?— Oh, im- 
pious assertion, to be denounced to the ends of 
the earth !"* The Pastors of the Catholic Church 
have always watched with the greatest care to 
prevent and correct every kind of abuse in the 
veneration of relics and holy images. The use 
of them is not of obligation upon any Catholic; 
yet we are unsparingly reproached, as if we placed 
our hopes of salvation in the possession of them. 
We cannot better conclude than in the feeling 
language of the pious and learned Dr. Milner on 
this subject — ^^ it is a point agreed upon among 
Catholic Doctors and Divines, that the memorials 
of Religion form no essential part of it. Hence, 
if you should become a Catholic, as I pray God 
you may, I shall never ask you, if you have a 
pious picture or relic, or so much as a crucifix in 
your possession ; but then, I trust, after the 
declarations I have made, that you will not ac- 
count me an idolater, should you see such things 
in my Oratory or Study ; or should you observe 
how tenacious I am of my crucifix in particular. 
Your faith and devotion may not stand in need 
of such memorials ; but mine, alas ! do. I am 
too apt to forget what my Saviour has done and 
sufi^ered for me ; but the sight of his representa- 
tion often brings this to my memory, and afiects 
my sentiments. Hence, I would rather part 
with most of the books in my library, than with 
the figure of my crucified Lord," — End of Re- 
ligious Controver^i/y Letter 34. 

* S. Hieroik adv. VigU"", 
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Uft, WHITENS ABSURD CABICATUBE OF CATHOLIC PBACTZCZ8* 

-^TBUE MEANING OF SUPES8TITI0N HIS MISBEPBE8EN- 

TATION OF THE NATUBE OF BEPENTANCE, AND OF FAST* 
IMG. — HIS INSIDIOUS ATTACK UPON THE BOMAN BBEYIABY. 
— ITS BEAL TENDENCY THE OPPOSITE TO THAT CHABGSD 
UPON IT BT MB. WHITE.— HIS FALSE ACCOUNT OF OOB. 
DOCTBINE BESPECTING GOOD WOBK8.— OUB DOCTBIMS 
TBULY STATED. — PBE8UMPTI0N OF LUTHEB. — ^DEFENCE OF 
CELIBACY AND RELIGIOUS TOWS.«-'CONCLUSION. 

Mr. White having advanced, in the condtx* 
sion of his third Dialogue, that every Catholic 
^^ must become a weak, superstitious being,*' if 
not a violent and bigotted persecutor — proceeds 
in the beginning of the fourth to attempt some 
proof of his assertion. For this purpose he col« 
lects together a number of pious practices of 
Catholics, and some which probablj no Catholic 
ever thought of; and mixes them up in one men* 
strous caricature of a ^* Romanist retiring to bed 
at night." He falsely asserts that the Catholic 
Church encourages a superstitious stale of mind 
similar to that whidi makes people afraid of 
witches, charms, omens, and sucn things ; and we 
must say, that if Mr. White's account of Catholic 
practices were any thing like truth, there would 
oe some ground for the assertion. But what are 
the practices he describes, and what dbes he 
wish his reader to infer? We cannot afford 
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space for a copy of his picture, though it would 
be highly amusing to a Catholic to see how Mr. 
White has ridiculously worked it up. These, 
however, are the leading features : the Romanist 
lights up two candles near his crucifix, beats his 
breast till it rings again — takes a skull out of a 
cupboard and kisses it I gives himself a disci- 
pline, mutters several prayers, turning to every 
picture in his room, sprinkles the bed and room 
with holy water to keep the devil off, and to 
wash away his own venial sins, which, according 
to Mr. White, holy water has the power of clear- 
ing away : then he has an Agnus Dei made in 
^ mould, says Mr. White, ^^ not unlike a large 
butter-pat ;" what he does with this, Mr. White 
omits to tell us, but he says that every kiss im- 
pressed upon it strikes off the amount of fifty or 
ah hundred days from the debt he has to pay in 

Imrgatory. Then he feels for his rosary and scapu- 
ar about his neck, says a prayer to his good angel, 
and makes the sign of the cross the last thing. 
These are some of the strokes, in Mr. White's 
laiboured caricature ; upon which we shall briefly 
remark : Ist, — That many of the practices may 
be done with a proper intention, and assist a 
person to retire to rest in a Christian manner ; 
particularly begging the prayers and protection 
of our guardian angel, and the holy sign of the 
cross, which has been in use from the very days 
of the Apostles. 3d, — That the use of holy water 
in very ancient in the Church, as a means of 
drawing down a blessing of God, which we hope 
to obtain through the prayers which the Church 
has appointed to be used in blessing it ; but that 
we do not believe, as Mr. White ralsely asserts, 

K 2 
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that, holy water has any power in itself, or spiri- 
tual virtue to wash away even venial sins. 3d,r- 
That DO pious Catholic considers that any out- 
ward ceremonies or practices can avail him, 
without true repentance for bis sins, without 
faith, hopej charity, and careful keeping of all the 
commandments ; so that he will not neglect 
prayer, sejf-examination, meditation and spiritual 
reading, which Mr. White takes care not ,to 
mention ; and. that if to these he joins outward 
mortifications or ceremonies, they are only adopt- 
ed as helps to interior de%'otion, or expressions 
of it. 4th, — That kissing an Agnus : Dei will 
not free us from purgatory ; and that kissing a 
skull is a new way of cherishing the remena- 
brance of death, which \ve never heard of be-, 
fore. 

And from the above ridiculous caricature of re^ 
ligious practices, scarce one of which is held ,by 
any Catholic as essential to religion, and allpf 
which we feel confident are not practised by any 
one Catholic in the world, Mr. White attempts 
to infer, that we *^ must become weak, supersd- 
tious beings !" Superstition^ properly ;definea, 
is /' an excessive and superfluous worship , by 
which either sovereign honour is given to the 
creature, or in an undue manner to the Creator." 
Our adversaries have the word superstition 30 
continually in their mouths against our religious 
practices, without knowing what they really mean 
by the' term, that it is necessary to lay down its 
meaning accurately, and then we are not afraid 
for our practices to be tried by it. None of 
our authorized religious ceremonies or practices 
render sovereign honour to the creature; we pay 
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to relics, images, &c. no more than a relative 
honour, as memorials of Christ and his saints ; 
nor by any of them do we adore the Creator in 
an undue manner^ that is, in a manner which he 
has not appointed, either himself, or by those 
who have authority from him, and which con- 
sequently is not pleasing to him. We are ready 
to shew that our religious practices are grounded 
upon Scripture, and the universal practice of 
antiouity, and approved by the Church of God, 
whicli has authority to guide us ; and if other 
practices are in use not so grounded and ap- 
proved, or if those that are approved are not 
performed in the proper manner by any indivi- 
duals, the Church is not answerable for them. 
She does all in her power to confine these prac- 
tices within proper and salutary limits. Many 
decrees of councils might be quoted, to prove 
how desirous the pastors of the Church have 
been to prevent superstitions : we shall confine 
ourselves to a decree of the Council of Mecklin 
in 1570, and select it because its language is 
remarkably applicable to Mr. White's picture of 
the Romanist : ^^ Let not the faithful rashly give 
credit to certain books circulated or even printed 
with privilege, which from light and supersti- 
tious causes, and uncertain revelations, promise 
immoderate and unjustly exorbitant indulgences; 
particularly if they promise deliverance from 
certain effects, that is, from dangers of swords, 
torments, horses, plague, or certain deliverance 
from purgatory.** 

It was to be expected afler this, that Mr. White 
would misrepresent our virtue of |)fwflwce. He 
has the boldness to assert, that though Catholics 
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believe the atonement of Christ sufficient to save 
them from hell, thty do not believe it enough to 
save them from a temporal punishment of sin.^ 
Thus he calumniously insinuates, that CathoUcs 
do not believe in the all-sufficienpy of the atone* 
ment of Christ; but hope to atone themselves for- 
what deserved temporal punishment, by volun- 
tary sufferings of their own, independent of the 
satisfaction of Christ. If this were Catholic 
doctrine, Mr. White might well write a " Pre- 
servative" from it. But we are of opinion, 
that the man who could thus knowingly misre* 
present the creed in which he was educated, and 
of which he was an appointed preacher, would 
find equal room to condemn the great Apostle' 
himself, for he says of himself, that he '^ fills up 
thpse things that are wanting of the sufferings of 
Christ in his flesh," &c. (Coloss. i, 24.) We 
should be glad to hear Mr.* White's explanation 
of that passage: but meantime we can assure 
his readers, what Mr. White knew when he 
wrote perfectly well, — that the doctrine of the 
Catholic Church is very far from being thus in- 
jurious to the merits of Christ. What we call 
satisfaction^ is nothing else than an application 
of the infinite satisfaction of Jesus to our souls. 
We believe that the atonement of Christ was 
full and infinite in value; that he offered a 
superabundant satisfaction for our sins, more 
than sufficient to atone for all that they deserved, 
both temporal and eternal. But he can apply 
this satisfaction to us as he pleases; either by 
abolishing our sins entirely, and all punishments 

* " Preservative," p. 93. 
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due to them; — or, by removing the eternal 
punishment, and still leaving us to endure some 
temporal suiferings. The first method, we be- 
lieve him to use in Baptism, but the second 
frequently in regard of tne sins we commit after 
Baptism. He requires some temporal punish- 
ment to hold us to the line of duty, and it is to 
fulfil this obligation, that we undergo certain 
painful works which we call satisfaetory. These 
reserved punishments do not proceed from any 
deficiency in our Saviour's payment ; but from a 
certain order which he himself has established 
for the application of his atonement to our souls. 
Our salvation is all the work of his mercy and 
grace, first and last : what w« do by his grace,, 
is not less his, than what he does himself, by 
his own absolute will; and we only hope, through 
his merits, for cur works to prove satisfactory. 
This is the substance of the Faith of Catholics 
on this point, as clearly laid down by the illus- 
trious Bossuet, in his " Exposition," to which 
the reader would do well to refer. Without 
these principles, it would not be easy to explain 
bow St. Paul could speak of any thing ''" being 
wanting to the suflFerings of Christ ;" but by 
them we clearly see that the Apostle considered 
that the sufi*erings of Christ, though abundantly 
sufficient in themselves, might be wanting in us^ 
unless we laboured to fill them up^ and procure 
their application to our souls by penitential 
works. 

Hence Mr. White is wrong in attributing the 
origin of our penitential practices to ^^ a mean 
estimate of the atonement of Christ :" and as 
be frequently ridicules the idea of self-inflicted 
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pain being pleasing to God, we shall direct his 
attrition to the following, from the pen of a 
learned and venerable theologian, on that sub- 
ject : ** God, says the modern Free-thinker, 
18 not pleased with the sufferings of his be- 
loved children ;-*-No : nor even with those of 
Christ himself, if we abstract from the motive. 
But their love of his justice, which his pious 
children mean to satisfy, by generously passing 
sentence upon themselves, is most acceptable to 
him. In union with Christ's merits, the due 
performance of penitential works is referred to 
its primary and principal cause, is infallibly as- 
sured of the divine acceptation, becomes abun-' 
dantly satisfactory for sm, and even acquires a 
supereminent degree of merit.''* 

Mr* White comes forth with the old pretence 
of Luther, who ^^ founded his church," that the 
word faramTB in the third and fifth verses of the 
thirteenth chapter of St. Luke, does not mean 
do penanccy or even be . penitent^ but merely 
change your mind^ On examining Luther's 
translation, we find that the German word he 
employs, is merely amend or do better. The 
Dutch Calvinist text has a similar word, and the 
French Huguenot translation is, si vous ne vous 
repentez, rfow, as to the original Greek word, 
in this and other places, perhaps Mr. Whitens 
horror of Poperv may lead him to reject any 
iiiterpretation of the holy Fathers, but the fol- 
lowing explanation of a ragan may satisfy him 

* See " Principles of the Christian Religion and Catholic 
Faith investigated," by the Rev. L. Brittain, p. 182. This 
admirable work is much less known than it deserves. 
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that fAiravoia means considerably more than 
"changing one's mind." Ausonius says: 

" Sum dea^ quae facti, non factique exigopcenas; 
ut te poeniteat, sic fitravoia yocor." 

But to leave words for things. When Acbab, 
and David, and the Ninivites repented, they did 
much more than "change their minds;" they 
humbled themselves in deep sorrow^ and punished 
themselves in fasting, sackcloth, and other proofs 
of a contrite and penitent spirit. When the pro- 
phet Joel exhorts to repentance, he calls upon 
the people to be converted in fasting, in weeping, 
and in mourning, and exhorts them to rend their 
hearts with contrition. What are these but self- 
inflicted punishments for sin ? Christ our Lord 
signifies that true repentance will be accompanied 
by the like self-inflictions. " If in Tyre and 
Sidon had been wrougbt the mighty works that 
have been wrought in you, they would have done 
penance long ago, sitting in sackcloth and 
ashes."* Repentance then imports much more 
than merely changing ourmind : it signifies three 
things : sorrow for the past, punishment and 
satisfaction for the past, and a new life. These 
are the wortht/ fruits of penance which St. John 
exhorted sinners to bring forth. And yet, in de- 
fiance of these, and many, very many more, proofs 
which could be adduced, and of which we cannot 
suppose' even an ex-priest ignorant, Mr. White 
declares that the word repent cannot bj any pos- 
sibility mean any thing but a change of minc^! 

Having taken up this unwarranted idea of re- 

* St. Luke, X, 13. In this passage, Luther has it, as 
we have, done penance, though the Greek is as before 
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pentanee^ Mr. White finds bimself oUiged shortly 
after, on the subject 6( fastings to deny alto- 
gether that fasting is recommended by the Church 
of England as an act of penance ; and contends 
that it is ^^ a mere check upon indulgence, left to 
the discretion of every inditidual." Bat is not 
a^heckupon indulgence painful? And is not 
what is painful a penance ? Surely the Church 
of England, in recommending fasting, did not 
intend to recommend it in any other way than we 
find it practised and recommended both in the Old 
and New Testament. But there we find David, 
Achab, Tobias, Judith, Esther, Daniel, and the 
whole Jewish nation, humbling their souls and 
fasting for sin, and to obtain, the favour and 
mercy of God by ^^self-inflicted punishment:*' 
Jeaus Christ fasted for our example, and declared 
that, after his ascension, his discijples should fast. 
The Apostles fasted, as We read in the Acts, and 
St. Paul exhorts us to festing (3 Cor. ch. vi, 5.) 
There can be no doubt that the Church of Eng- 
land, though she may not have commanded fast* 
ing, which is by no means clear, recommended it 
as practised and taught in the Scriptures. Any 
odier kind of fast would be widely inconsistent, 
in a Church which professes to be so Scriptural 
in her ordinances. Therefore Mr. White's idea of 
fasting, if not his own invention, does not appear 
to be that of his Church, and the zealous members 
of that Church will not thank him for thus repre- 
senting its exhortations to fasting. We have to 
ndake one remark more : he would have it that 
the Church of England has great merit in not 
e^joining fasting; but in whatever view it be 
regarded, whether as a work of penance, or a 
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<' check upon indulgence,^' it will prove of little 
use unless it is commanded. Experience shews 
that what is only recommended^ is sure to be 
neglected if it be disagreeable to flesh and blood ; 
and the universal disregard of fasting among 
Protestants, proves that the recommendation of 
theirChurcii nas beenof no practical benefit. The 
Catholic Church has made fasting a precept, and 
thereby preserved its practice in everj age from 
the Apostles. Had she only recommended it, the 
consequence would have been, that by those gooct 
Christians who had least need of it, it would Ibave 
been observed ; and by sinners to whom it was 
most necessary, in great measure, if not wholly, 
neglected. 

The most insidious attack which Mr. White 
has made upon Catholics, is perhaps his account 
of the nature of the Breviary ^ or Divine Office of 
our clergy and religious, and his artful attempt 
to prove that the tendency of that Prayer-book is 
<^ to cherish credulity and adulterate Christian 
virtue." This is all in character howjever, in a 
man who has shaken oS a yoke which was pro* 
bably never ^^ sweet and light" to him ; and who 
perhaps, in his best days, never exclaimed with 
the fervent Catholic ecclesiastic : sic psalmum 
dicam nomini tuo in sceculum sceculi : ut reddam 
tibi vota mea de die in diem.* Indeed he speaks 
of it as a task-book^ a tedious duty to be done 
every day : a proof that he was a stranger to that 
holy alacrity with which the pious priest goes to 
the performance of an exercise, which affords 
him a sweet relief from the vain pursuits of this 

* Psalm Ix, 9. 
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vrorld, and happily recalls him from time to time 
from the dissipation of life, to a holy converse 
with God. How far was he from the spirit of 
our holy fiishop Challoner, who spoke pf his 
oflSce to be said, as ^^ a pleasure to come !" He 
little knew how dear to the fervent priest is his 
oflice-book ; how unwilling, in fact, he would be 
to be released from the duty of saying his daily 
ofBce. He says : ^' the scrupulous exactness 
with which this duty is performed is quite sur- 
prising :" but why did he not honestly conclude, 
from this well-known fact, that it must be a dear 
duty, instead of a painful task? Why, but 
because to hita it must have always been a task ; 
and he confesses as much when he tells us, that 
in spite of a rapid enunciation^ it took him* an 
hour and a half daily: dilexisti omnia verba 
pruecipitationis^ lingua doiosa !* 

According to Mr r Whitens account, the Bre- 
viary was compiled by order of Pius Y, and 
commanded to be used by him in 1566. Xhis 
would make it appear that no such book or prac- 
tice existed till that period. But though St. 
Pius y wds the first who brought the office into 
the form of the present Roman Breviary, the 
same office had been recited from the earliest 
times in substance ; and many ancient councils 
decreed against those ecclesiastics who neglected 
it. Indeed in the very bull quoted by Mr. White, 
Quod a nobis^ the holy Pope exempts certain 
chapters and monasteries, who had their own 
Breviary two-hundred years before this decree, 
from the obligation of exchanging it for the 

* Psalm K, 4. 



CHAPTER IV. 109 

Roman : and be there speaks of other Roman 
Breviaries previously in use, and signifies that 
the cause of drawing up a new one for the whole 
Church was chiefly to enforce uniformity in the 
form of the Divine OflSce. 

Mr. White represents the Breviary as " the 
true standard to which the Church of Rome 
wishes to reduce the minds and hearts of her 
clergy : Rome," he says, *^ evidently gives it the 

K reference over all other works;... and should a 
loman Catholic clergyman be unable to devote 
more than an hour and a half a day to reading, 
his Church places him under the necessity of 
deriving his whole knowledge from the Breviary." 
These observations led Mr. White, as he says, 
*' to take his old task-book in hand,"* in order 
to give an account of it, and extracts from it. 
They will lead us also to analyse it ; and when 
the reader is put in possession of the true nature 
of the' Breviary, Jt will be easy for him to judge 
of the above declarations. 

Any one unacquainted with thfe Breviary would 
imagine, from Mr. While's account of it, that it is 
principally made up of legends of the Saints ; 
and that all which those legends contain, is pro- 
posed for the exercise of the pious belief of the 
clergy to its full extent. But let any one take 
the pains to examine the Breviary, and they will 
find the case very different. To promote his 
insidious purpose, Mr. White despatches in half a 
page, his account of the other parts of the book : 
while he fills out his volume with near fifty pages 
of extracts from the lessons which contain '' com- 

* « Evidence," page 155. 
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pendibiMi lives of the Saifits." Now the truth 
IS, that the Breviary consists of the whole Bock 
of Psalms, portions of the Pentateuch, such as 
relate the Fall of Man, the Histories of the Pa- 
triarchs and of Moses, very considerable porlioos 
of the Books of Kings and Chronicles, as welt an 
Job, the greater and lesser Prophets, and in fact, 
some portions of each book of the Old Testament, 
and abundant extracts from the New. Indeed, 
there are three Ijessons from the Scripture in the 
office of every day, besides a part of the Gospel 
almost every day, and Mre^ Lessons from the 
Homilies of the Holy Fathers upon theGospeL 
Then there are recited every day at least ,Jlire* 
and'twenty Psalms^ including the 118th, Beaii 
immacutati^ Ihe-length of which is nearly equal 
to a dozen ordinary Psalms; and often the 
number of Psalms is greater, as in the Sunday 
office, where it amounts to six-artd-'ikirtt/. Be- 
sides this very great proportion of Scripture, tbe 
Lord*s Prayer is repeated each day in the office 
on an average a dozen times, and the Creed al- 
ways three times, and often more. Then there 
are recited each day four or Jive Canticles^ chiefly 
those in the Scriptures ; eight Hymns^ eight o^ 
ten Collects at least, and a great number of Per^ 
sicles^ Responses, Anthems, and Benedictions, 
As to the lessons containing the *lives of the 
Saints, they do not occur every day, by any 
means ; and when they are read, there are never 
more than three lessons, and often no more than 
one. The proportion they bear in length to the 
rest of the office, one day with another, is' not u 
twentieth part ; they will occupy three columns 
in a Breviary, in which the remainder of the 
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office wili fill between seventy and eighty columns, 
for one day. 

Any one piay verify this analysis by referring 
to the Breviary ; and he will then learn how to 
estimate Mr. White's statements of " the great 
and never-ending variety of the lives of the 
Saints." 

It will thus be seen that the Breviary is com- 
posed almost entirely of the Holy Scriptures ; 
and that the lives of the Saints form not a twen-f 
tieth part of it. And now it may be confidently 
asked, if the Catholic Church did nnike thd 
Breviary " the standard for the minds and hearts 
of her Clergy," where would be her error in so 
doing? Would she be wrong in obliging her 
ministers to employ an hour and a half each day, 
in reading a portion of the Bible ? Is this charge 
to be brought against her by those whose eternal 
cry is, ^* The Bible ! the Bible is the religion of 
Protectants !" If ^he gave it " the preference over 
all other works," surely she should not be blamed, 
since it is little else than a compendium of the 
Bible. If si " Catholic priest can devote only an 
hour and a half in the day to reading," how can 
that hour and a half be spent l>etter than in read- 
ing extracts from the Bible, with hymns, canticles, 
and prayers? If his "whole knowledge rou^jt 
thus be of necessity derived from the Breviary," 
whence can be derive better knowledge than from 
portions of the written word of God ? Where 
can be study better, but in the pure fountain of 
eternal truth, in the inspired writings of the pro- 
phets, in the holy treasure of the Gospel ? But 
in what supposition is it " often the case," that 
a priest can only read for an hour and a half in 

L 2 
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the da^y ? If his time has been taken up with 
parochial duties, he has been acquiring the most 
useful knowledge and experience ; and he must 
have possessed a fund of knowledge before he 
could be qualified for the care of souls. If he 
has been employed in other concerns, what busi- 
ness or occupation ought he to pursue^ before 
those of prayer, meditation, and tne study of the 
divine oracles; and where are they better fol- 
lowed than in reciting the Divine Office? Mr. 
White complains of its recitation being com- 
manded : but is it not a chief duty of the clergy 
to pray for the whble Church, to praj in the 
name of the Church, and to pray for those whose 
necessary duties in the world leave them less time 
to pray for themselves ? If this be a duty of the 
clergy, why not enjoin it ? Why not secure its per- 
formance, by making it of strict obligation? We 
beg Mr. White to attend to a remark of an able 
German writer on this question : " If the Breviary 
were not of obligation, if the reading of the ilolj 
Scriptures and the prayers of each priest were 
left to his own discretion by the Church, O 
how many would be found neglecting both ! If I 
might here refer to experience, how continually 
(1p we find that the enemies of the Breviary are 
no friends to any other kind of prayer ! And how 
evident is it, that such men hurry over every 
other (spiritual duty, while they often and readily 
go into assemblies of pleasure, and by their te* 
pidity, indifference, and scandalous deportnaeDt, 
ruin souls, rather than edify them !"^ 



* See an excellent Drticle on the Breviary, in the 
Periodical, called Der KatholiJe^ vol. Vi p. 263. 
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When the reader has dul^ attended to fh^ 
account just giren of tl>e contents of the Bre* 
yi>rj?i )>e wJU at, least think Mr. White very bold 
in ^9$^rting^ that ^' there was a time when he 
(tnew it by heart." And when he has considered 
what has been said of the Saints' Lessons, he will 
iM>| find Mr. W. correct in saying in his " Pre* 
servative/' tb^t legends of the Saints are read, 
" day by day,' the whole year through." There 
are more than sixty ferias in the year, when no 
Saints' lives are read at all ; there are about 
twenty Sundays when no Saints are honoured ; 
besides at least twenty days within octaves of 
various feasts, making together about one hun- 
dred days out of three hundred and sixty-five> oo 
ivhich no ^^ compendious lives of the Saints are 
read at all !" Yet Mr, W., knowing how few will 
trouble to examine, boldly says, that the Saints' 
liiyes are read, " day by day, the whole year 
through!" 

But it is time to examine his grand argument* 
•It is drawn from the nature of those lessons we 
read of the Lives of the Saints. Mr. W. has 
collected a great number of curious histories re- 
lated in them, of extraordinary miracles, of aus- 
terities, singular visions^ revelations, and other 
astonishing narratives ; from which having 
copied them at great length, and falsely insinu- 
ateid that they are the principal part of the Bre- 
viary, and read every day, he endeavours to draw 
the conclusion, that the tendency of our Office* 
book is to " cherish credulity, and adulterate 
Christian virtue." But even if such were the 
tendency of those Lessons, it would not be a fair 
inference that such wi^s the tendency of the JSre- 

lS 
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i^ary altogether: since, as it has been sliewn^ 
those Lessons form not a twentieth part of the 
book, and they are only recited two-thirds of* the 
year. * It is a false inference, however, that such 
IS their tendency ; for, in the Jirst place^ we are 
under no obligation of -believing all that is re- 
counted of the Saints in those Lessons: many of 
them are very ancient, and, as well as most of 
the modern ones, well authenticated ; but others 
are Icnown to be of doubtful authority, and the 
Church does not oblige any one to believe all that 
they contain : and, in the second place, the fact of 
several doubtful histories having been expunged 
from many Breviaries in France, and that it is the 
Hvish of many ecclesiastics in various countries, 
that the proper authorities should suppress what- 
ever has found its way into the Lessons through 
imprudent zeal and credulity, abundantly shews 
that we are in little danger from those legends. 
But we shall not submit them to the censorship 
of such a person as Mr. Blanco White. We 
should fear from him, as from others who have 
risen up against legends before him, that, ib bis 
fury against false and doubtful narratives, he 
^ould become rash and hypocritical, and refuse 
all credit to those acts, of which the truth and 
authenticity hayebeen proved and acknowledged. 
Nor is their tendency, with all their doubtful 
or even false narrations, to adulterate Christian 
virtue. Mr« White is compelled to say this in or- 
der to prop up his new theory of the virtue of 
penance ; and his ideas, which will 'sooh eome 
under review, of seclusion and celibacy. But 
since it is so readily and triumphantly proved 
against his erroneous notions, that self inflicted 
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pain, when suffered from the proper motives of 
satisfying the divine justice, and supplying, in the 
sense of St. Paul, for what is wanting in usj of 
the sufferings of Christ, of being thereby made 
members conformed to our suffering Head, and 
partakers of his Passion, that by suffering with 
Him we may hereafter be gloriOed with Him, 
and of denying ourselves and taking up our 
cross, as ourLord himself has admonished us^is a 
truly christian and meritorious duty ; we main- 
tain that the austerities recounted of the Saints 
do not tend to adulterate, but to cherish and 
promote christian virtue. Mr. White compares 
the Saints to Indian fanatics : let the venerable 
Alban Butler speak to this point. " The extra- 
ordinary austerities of certain eminent servants 
of God, are not undertaken by them without a 
particular call, examined with maturity and pru- 
dence, and without a fervour equal to such a 
state. Neither do they place sanctity/ in any prac- 
tices of mortification^ or measure virtue by themj 
as a dervise or brachman might do ; but choose 
such as have the greatest tendency to facilitate 
the subjection of their passions, and regard them 
only as helps to virtue^ and means to acquire it, 
and to punish sin in themselves. Nor da they 
imagine God to be delighted with their pain^ but 
with the cure of their spiritual maladies. A mo- 
ther rejoices in the health of her child, not in the 
bitterness of the potion which she gives him to 
procure it. The doctrine of Christ, and the ex- 
amples of St. John the Baptist, St. Paul, St. Mat- 
thias, St. James, and the other Apostles ; of many 
ancient Prophets and other Saints, from the, first 
ages of our holy Religion, are a standing apo« 
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logy and commendation of this spirit in se miny 
fiervants of God/' * This extract so ably pepliee 
to every objection raised by Mi% White against 
the mortification of thet Saints, that there ia no 
need of further observation on the subjecit. 

Mr. White suppresaea the innumerable other 
edifying traits recorded of the Sain^ in these 
leesons. Were it our wish to awell out thia work, 
it would be easy to do ro with cof)iou8 extracts, 
illustrating the siolid virtues of these holy aer- 
vants of GoA ; their fervour and assiduity in 
prayer ; their diligence in the service of God ; 
their humility, n^eekneas, contempt of worldly 
greatness ; their union wi^th God ; their toffamed 
•charity or love, of God, and of their neighbour ; 
their care of ih^ sick ; the hunuliating services 
they often rendered them, ministering to Jesue 
Christ in the persons of his suffering memb^s ; 
their abundant charities to the poor, and kind 
.offices to all around them. These are brilliants 
in their holy crowns which Mn White has en- 
viously concealed ; and the tendency of these is 
indisputably to animate us to every Gospel vir- 
tue. Who can deny, that to read theee virtuea is 
of the greatest edification } Such are rea^ in 
the lessons of our Saints; and who then income 
mon cafidour can venture to assert, tMt the 
tendency of such lessons is to adulterate chria- 
tian vtrtue i 

Miicb aa we have seen of Mr. White's 9113^6- 
•presentations of our Faith, we really did not 
expect to see so gross a mis^staiteinent of Ca- 
tholic dqctrine, as is contained in thd foUowiag 

" * " Lives of the Saints,'* by thi^ H^v. A- Putler.— ^o^^ on 
Ilia Life of St. Robert, Apiil ^^ 
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passages from his "Preservative" (pages 112 — 
114): ^' Roman Catholics are not taught that 
good works are the fruit of true faith ; but that 
they bear a true share with Christ in the work of 
our salvation. They are thus forced by their 
doctrines to look to themselves for the hope of 
Heaven......The Roman Catholic believes that 

his good works are, in part at least, the means of 
his justification ; — the true Protestant feels, as- 
sured that through Christ^s blood his sins are 
pardoned without reserve." 

How far this is from the true Faith of the Ca- 
tholic Church, let the following simple exposi- 
tion shew, which is gathered from the decrees of 
the last general Council of Trent. First, how- 
ever, let the reader be assured that there is no 
Catholic who will not heartily say amett to the 
following anathema against the doctrine imputed 
to us by Mr. Blanco White, which we extract 
from Mr. Gother's '' Papist misrepresented and 
represented." 

" Cursed is he who believes that, independent 
of the merits and Passion of Christ, he can ob« 
tain salvation by his own good works, or make 
condign satisfaction for the guilt of his sins, or 
the pains eternal due to them. — Amen." 

Catholics are not taught ^' that good works 
bear a true share with Christ in the work of our 
salvation." Our doctrine is thus defined by the 
Council of Trent : — " To those who do good even 
unto the end, and hope in God, eternal life is to 
be proposed, both as a grace mercifully promised 
to the sons of God through Jesus Christy and as a 
reward to be faithfully rendered to their good 
works on account of the promise of Ood himself. 
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-^CbriM: Jesus alwajrs in9Q0Bcedtkeju»t bj hia 
tiftue; which virlue ever pr^«d«e aid aeemn- 
ptnies and foUows their good vroph^ add Hrithoirt 
which iheycQuld iiot by any niea»» be pl<i»sing 
and meciiorioiia in the aight of God.-*^ TtwM^ 
Milber .ifi our own justice e«tabli$bed as our own^ 
comiir^ from ourselves, nor is the justice oCGod 
unknown or repudiated ; for that which is cMed 
aurjusiicey because we are justified by it, being 
inherent in us ; the same is of God^ because it. is 
infused into us by God, through ike merit of 
Christ,'-^Far be it, however, from a Christian to 
confide in himself, or to glory in himself, kndnot 
in the Lord ; whose goodness towards all men is 
see great, tiiat he is willing that wheU; are his own 
gifts should be their merits" • — We are not 
taught that good works are onl^ the fruit of true 
&itb — this doctrine the Council has condemoed 
ia the following Canon :-~^^ If any one shall say, 
that j«istice, when received, is Hot preserved, and 
even increased before God by go6d works, but 
that works themselves are o^^ff uits and sigm of 
juslLfication obtained, but not the cause of itk in* 
crease^ let him be anathema/' t 

These are our doctrines ; and knowing them 
to be such, how could Mr. White impute to us 
the abonuiiable presumption of h^lding^tJiat^^ our 
worka bear a- share with Christ in the work of 
Qur salvsutioQ ?" We ask every thin^, we hope 
Sxt every thing, we give thanks for every things 
through ottr Lord Jesus Chriat. How tbea does 
Mr. White say, that we ^^ ar^ fbceed by our 
dootrinea to took to ourselves fin* the hope e^ 

. * COBci). THd« Sess. vi| c^p. svi. f Canon mlItw 
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heaven ?" And since we firmly believe, as the 
Council of Trent declares, that we are justified 
frtely^ because none of those things which go 
before justification, whether faith or xsiorks^ merit 
the grace of justification ;* with what face can 
Mr. White proclaim to the world the foul 
calumny, that '' the Roman Catholic believes 
that his good works are, in part at least, the 
means of his justification?" Well may the much 
injured Catholic exclaim, under imputations like 
these, with the indignation of Bossuet : ^' Will 
the Church never be able to persuade her cbiU 
dren, who are now become her adversaries, 
neither by the explanation of her Faith, nor by 
the decisions of her councils, nor by the prayers 
of her Sacrifice, that she does not consider her- 
self as having life or hope, but in Jesus Christ 
alone ?"f Not while they are determined to mis- 
represent us ; we fear, not while there are men 
still to be found, who will adopt in these days 
the ravings of Martin Luther, who, Mr. White 
tells us, called our system of justification '^ a 
plain tyranny, a racking and crucifying of con* 
sciences." And since Mr. White so often com- 
mends Luther, acknowledges that Luther and 
Co. founded his Church, and has been sO loud 
against our doctrine of justification, as well as 
in accusing us of believing that God delights 
in the sufierings of his creatures, we may do our- 
selves some justice by quoting a few passages from 
Luther, that the reader may see how edifying 
are both bis language and his doctrines on these 

* CJoncil. Trid. Sess. vi, cap. 8. 

-|- See Bossu€t'« Exposition, diap. 6, on the merit of 
good works. 
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siibjectg. Ltttiieri teacbes^^ that Odd wikkstlie 
evil in Qs as well as the good/^ ajid/^ thai, the 
flfreat perfection of Faith, consists in beiieying 
Ood to be just, althoup;h, by bis own wiU, be 
necessarily renders us 7S>orthy of damriation^ so as 
to seem to take pleasure in the torments. ,of. the 
miserablei*''^ Even Mr. White never laid Xo.our 
<;harge a doctrine so abominable as this \ Lulber 
says again : ^^ I am delighted whien 1 see my 
doctrine give occasion to these disturbances and 
tumults: t Reattached such importance to his 
doctrine of the inutility and impossU)]lity, of 
good works, that he declares it snail staled in 
spite of all the Emperors^ Popes, Kings, and 
Devils, and concludes thus: .'^ If they attempt to 
-weaken this article, may hell-Jire be t/ieir re- 
Ward: let .this betaken for an inspiratipd pf the 
Holy Ghost, made to me, Martin Luther*" . And 
whereas Mr. White .very boldly accused &f of 
altering the. text of St*. Luke^ and substitiiiing 
do penance 'for a word which he pretends means 
only change your mindy let him take this speci- 
men of Luther's art of false translating, and even 
•impiouslylamenting that he had not doYle wor^e: 
In Rdmans iii, 28, the text says, '^ a niati i$: 
justified by Faith, without the deeds of the law." 
^Luther put in after Faith the word alone^ to 
support bis favourite doctrine against good 
-works; and he thus audaciously glories iu bis 
infidelity in translating: " So I will, so I com- 
mand it. to be. Let my will be the,reatK>n. 
'Luther wills it so, and Bays he isa doctor above 
all the doctors among all the papists. Therefore 

♦ Wittemb. Ed., torn. ii. fol. 4317 v 
f Vide Sleidan, com. 1. iii. 
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tbe word alone shall remam in my New Testa- 
ment, ••even if all the Pope-asses should be 
driven mad by it, still they shall not take it 
away. I am sorry that I did not add farther the 
word any twice over, so that it might be, without 
any rcorks of my laws.^'* With these notions 
of Faith and good works, it is no wonder if Luther 
^lled the CaUiolic system of justification ^^ a 
pkin tyranny, a racking and crucifying of cop- 
sciences." 

Mr. White goes oato exemplify the tyranny of 
Rome, by speaking with unmeasured violence 
against the discipline of our Church with, regard 
to celibacy and religious vows. In his ^^ Evi- 
dence'' he has a letter on these subjects, which we 
shall now notice, along with whatever new mat- 
ter he has condensed, on the same, in his ^' Pre- 
servative." 

He begins in his favourite manner by false as- 
sertions : ^^ The principle of religious tyranny," 
he says, '^ supported by persecution, is a necessary 
condition of true Catholicism.'^ He talks of the 
inexcusable obstinacy of Rome, in not altering 
her discipline on celibacy, ^^ for the benefit of 
public morals.'' This is assuming boldly enough, 
that the celibacy of our clergy and religious, 
tends to promote immorality, and this indeed 
appears to be Mr. White's aim, in his invectives 
throughout against our discipline in this respect. 
For this end, he makes the basest insinuations, 
and charges of the most revolting nature, gainst 
both clergy and religious^ Let the truth of 

* See Brerdy's Protestant Apology for the Roman 
Church. 
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what he advances be tried by Scripture, reffson^ 

and experience. ,f 

Mr. White tells us that he does " not believe 

that virginity, by its own intrinsic tn^rit) and 

without reference to some virtuous purpose, has 

value in the eyes of God/* But he is' weU aware 

that the virginity recommended and practised in 

the Catholic Church, hais reference toman^vir-^ 

tuous purposes ; such as being mc^refi^eto serve 

God and our neighbour, being better able, by tfam 

constant check upon our inclinations, to gain that 

mastery' over ourselves, which is so necessary in 

order to keep in subjection all our re^Uious 

passions. He asks if celibacy and virginity^are 

not described in the New Testament as peculiar 

£ind uncommon gifts ? Certainly they are ; : Md 

wheti'did Catholics sdy that they are not? OnrRe^ 

deemer himself has ^aid that ^' all men receive 

not this word,but they towhom it is giVen." (St. 

Matt, xix, 10, 11, IS.) But he also added, <« he 

that can receive it, let him receive it j** and this 

is all we contend for. We contend that it is good 

and commendable, for all those who feel that 

** they can receive it,*' that they can live better 

in that state, and thus become hiore detaicShed 

from the things of this world, and ** care 'mY>re 

for the things of the Lord.'* Mr. White asks 

it our Saviour and his Apostles did not warn and 

caution us about it, as often as they alluded to 

it ? Yes ; because they knew, what* we never 

thought of denying, that it is a state of greater 

perfection and difficulty, and therefore it was 

necessary to caution people not to enter upon it 

without mature deliberation^ and dfter engaging 

in it, to be doubly vigilant to persevere faithmlly 



CHAPTER IV. 123 

♦ * 

in our engagements to the end. .The Catholic 
Church has uniformly repeated the same warn- 
ings. 

: Mr. White objects to the tyranny, as he con- 
sjiders it, of perpetual vows. But if virginity is 
good, and, for those who can receive it^ better 
than mai^riage, as St. Paul distinctly says, why 
not be permitted to make a vow of remaining in 
this better and more perfect state ? If Mr. White 
would have such vows to be only for a time, and 
not fpr life ; . we reply that vows are necessary to 
%X the inconstancy natural.to human nature, and 
to give more merit to good works : and they are 
h^i vfhen perpetual ; because religious women, 
who have an intention, at the expiration of their 
temporary engagement, of returning to the world, 
aod settling in jt, have other ideas than those of 
devoting themselves to the duties of charity and 
religion. As to the early age at which Mr. White 
complains that youths and virgins are ^'allured 
J>y the church of Rome to bind themselves with 
f^rpetual ypws;" we^iaintain that the age Ifi 
ligature enough for them to be fully aware of 
what they are capable, and to what they engage 
themselves : besides, the time of their probation 
and novicesbip, before they make any engage- 
ment, is long enough for them to know by expe- 
rienoe, the obligations, pains and difficulties of 
a religiogs life and a state of continency. The 
Church takes every precaution to prevent any 
forced yow^ or professions. A novice is always 
strjctly examined, and obiifi^ed to declare Upon 
oath, if she was forced or allured to enteracon^ 
vent, and it is ascertained if she knows the exj- 
tent of the obligations she t^kes upon herself by 

M 2 * 
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hervowB. If it is AfterWttrds pto^ed tbat fbefe 
was atiy cotDjpiilsioii) her yows are dei^red HaU 
and void. But, sajs Mr. White, the nunneritt 
are large ^' houses, with high walk like priSMs ; 
hafiDg sm&U windows at a gi^at distance iroBi 
(he Ground, and guarded by strong • and clc«e 
iron oars, bristled orer with long spiltes/' This 
is of course to nuse horror and sentimentality, 
Itnd make people believe that the inmates of these 
convents are prisoners forcibly incarcerated. 
But how &r is this from the truth I Baf^, and 
spikes and high walls, arte not so much to hind^ 
the nuns from getting out, as to hinder yocmg 
libertines from gettmg in / to protect the relU 
gious from insult; and particularly to senare^trir 
reputation from the calumnies of the wicked, if 
sudh means were necessary for jj^eveBting the 
inmates from escaping, we Shbuld find thMi every 
^here employed for that purpose ; but we csnuld 
point out most regular and exoiBptary comoraBi^ 
ties where they are not to be found ; axii Mr* 
White advances, what we defy' him to ptmBj 
that in nunneries iii Ettgland^ '^ many lael at 
|>re8ent unhappy." He ean kndw little abe^ut 
contents here ; and it is unworthy of m bonottr- 
able mdn to cast djion them such sweeping «Ad 
groundiesRs imputations. 

But if he cannot prove liuns tmhaj^ ill Hob 
coantiy, he is determined Ihey shall, be eite^ 
where ; and therefore he strivesf to illustmte^ Im 
positions by three affecting hbtori^ of auol; of 
whom two were his own sisters, and the other a 

Jotmg lady known to him, whose ottie was M»ria 
'rancisca Barreiro. Far he it iErom the writer of 
these pages to withhold siticere aympalliy fi>r tiie 



CHAPTER IV; 126 

lo38 Mr. White has sustained iii bis two sisters^ 
holy ami virtuous as they undoubtedly were; 
Bui^JiaijustUia! the world is not to-be told, 
with so little proof, that these young ladies were 
brought early to the grave, by a conventual -life^ 
Of the first, he says, " air, amusement and 
exercise might: have saved her." They mighty 
but tlien they also might not : and she could have 
eojoyed all these freely in the enclosure : for 
convents always have gardens for air and amuse" 
ment attached to them, and we are very sure that 
the care and tender solicitude of nuns, for their 
sick, is positively not equalled by that of any re* 
latives or description of persons on earth. The 
other sister embraced, it appears, a severe rule; 
but she bad sufficient time to consider before she 
took that step ; she had at least a twelvemonth 
after she assumed the habit, to try all the rigours 
of the rule, before she made her vows at. her 
profession. If she acted after all; imprudently, 
sbe^ alone was to blame, and not the institute 
which §he embraced. We fell deeply for the 
anguish which the d^ath of these angelic beings 
must have inflicted on their brother; but we 
cannot contentedly suffer that private feelings 
and individual misfortunes should be brought 
forth as condemnatory of a system, sanctioned by 
the wisdom of so many, centuries. As to the 
narrative of Maria Francises, which is repeated 
in both Mr* White's books, in the same words-, 
we have to observe, .first, that it appears from 
Mr. White's- own account, that this lady was 
disliked and ill-used by her mother ; and, rather 
than live with her, she came to the impious re- 
^ution of ^' risking the salvation of her soul ;" 
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md 80 entered a convent, evidently wiflibdl t 
proper Yocation to such n life. Any one thtit 
aelB thus, is sure to be onhappyin a convent, 
and deserves to be so. Secondly, that she three 
years after made her escape from the donvtot, 
and appeared quite in despair, say tn^ to'Blr. 
White, there is no kape far met Who eah 
vronder at this } She entered a convent feefiiig 
that she was not called to a conventual life ; she 
took solemn vows, whidi she felt she was not 
called upon to take j and if she afterwards brdke 
these vows, and forsook the convent, she may 
easily have bordered on despair ; but who Was 
to blame ? Certaiirly not the convent, bat faer^ 
self. Thirdlv, that being obliged to return to 
her convent, her friends endeavoured to prove fhe 
nuUHy of her pr^ssian, but ftuled; ^^ Mcauee,'^ 
says Mr. White, << the laws of Treat ^were pon>* 
tive.'' But how is the conventual system lo be 
blasKd here } - She was not (forced in Ae fit^t 
instance to make these vows ; she liiads them of 
her own aeoerd^ retolved even to ^^tisk her 
salvation ** by making them. Thus the law of 
the Council, Which provides for the nnllify of 
profession ia eases Where the iiun has been 
impelled, were wh<^y inapplicable here. Bke 
httd acted impionsly, and was now to abide by 
^e ccmsequM^es of her impiety; aad'tboQefa 
she ceirtainfy deserved pity, that pity Bhoiiid 
lead so one to £met the justice 'of exonerating 
leligion item any blame in the tmn^atdon. 

Mrv White, entirely passing over the soOttd 
reasons aod:mafiJfe»t advabtages which reoom* 
mend that priests should lead a single life^ is 
wholly bent upon the gross and perverse idea^ 
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that wliere marriBge is not preferred^ a yicious 
eoorse of lift must inevitably foUdir* How in* 
suiting is such an assumption, not onlj to the 
aaactity of so many thousands of holy BSshops 
find ^Iher Clergy, of whom the Catholic Church 
has be^n able to boast in every age ; but even to 
niunbers of virtuous laymen, who have volon^ 
tarily retnatned unmarned, and yet been models 
of purity and holiness I We shall briefty state 
the advantaged of celibaey, and refute Mr. 
White's disgraceful deduction. A single life is 
of itself a more perfect state, and more becom* 
ing the clergy, than the use of marriage* St. 
¥mI teaches this clearly (1 Cor. vii. 98, 39)^ 
iriiere he says that the unmarried caretb for the 
things of the Lord. When the heretic Jovinian, 
first broached the doctrine that there was not 
more merit in a single life, the Church unani- 
mously condemned him.^ Let the duties of a 
priest be considered—administering the Kvbra^ 
tnents^ particularly confession ; attending the 
aitk, and even persons with the most infectious 
disordi^rs^ and liable to be called at all hoars of 
the day and night. That be must be the father 
of the poor, of widows^ of orphans, and the 
oousol^ of the affliMed and desolate. How 
incompatible are all these painful functions With 
the solicitudes of a married life ! A married 
priest, moreover, could never secure ibr himself 
the respect and confidence essential for the suc- 
cess of his ministry ; and particularly the great 
confidence necessary for him as a, confessor. It 
18 «asy to conceive tiiis from the conduct of the 
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wotker Clergfm&n of the Church, of £itgland, 
who, ioatead of calling in caUumiy and mifirepce- 
mentation to keep alive the prejudices alueadj 
too fataUy aokinoled against us^ eloqaeiitlj ei^ 
horf^ those who differ from us to examine our 
tenets a^curateli/^ and expose them in such spirit 
and temper as may convince us that their hearts' 
desii;^ is to ^cc^vert us if we are in error. ^^ If,'' 
9ayB he, ^' this mode does not succeed, our 
pwn personal experience, and the history of our 
own country, might serve to convince us of the 
{utility of aivy other. It is in vain that our sta- 
tute-^book has been cti^raced by edicts more ijh- 
geniously cruel and absurdly oppressive than ever 
4isp*aced the codes of Imperial or Papal Rome. 
It IS in vain that parents were compelled to aw- 
render the nurture and education <rf their Chil- 
dren, and the child bribed to rebel against^ his 
parents, to expd them from their hcunea^ .^nd 
consign them and their helpless families to bsg- 
gary and famine. In vain nave we attainted as 
a traitor the minister for performing at the nUar 
the established offices of hi& religion,, and branded 
as a felon the pious devotee who assisted at the 
solemn seryico. You have beaten them down to 
the earth, indeed, bpt they have risen up frpm it 
with Antsean energy and liydra-libs fecuadity. 
They sprung up from your ungenei'ous oppjces- 
sioB, and multiplied numbers to shame and 
ama2(eyou.»..But there is no particular in wbich 
we dp 80 much inji^istice to our brethren of the 
Romish Communion, «nd eventually to our- 
selves, aa by misrepresentation of their tenets 
and principles/' * 

* See the excellent Serfndn of the Iter. C. Bird, A.M., 
before the Judgoi at Appkby, Aug. 1^, 18^. 
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How much more honourable, we repeat, is the 
recommendation of Mr. Bird, than the whole 
design of Mr. Blanco White, in the works whicfi 
we have now reviewed ! Their whole end and 
object appears to have been to keep open, if not 
to widen those unhappj breaches, which every 
charitable Christian would gladly see closed up 
for ever. And this end is pursued throughout, 
as it has been our unpleasant task to shew, by 
misrepresentations, calumnies and base insinua- 
tions, not to be equalled upon the whole by any 
work that ever came before us, from the pen of 
our most prejudiced adversaries. 

We have now done with Mr. Blanco White. 
But in parting, we would entreat him to reflect 
how grievously his pages have insulted the 
Church which nurtured him, and opened to him 
the gates of her sanctuary. We would beg of 
him seriously to consider how far be has '^ im- 
pugned the known truth," by the many revolting 
charges he has propagated against the creed of 
his fathers. We have little hope that any re- 
monstrances of ours will lead him to return, as he. 
has deeply revolted: we shudder when we read 
the extreme difficulty, which the Apostle speaks 
of, for " those who have been once enlightened, 
and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have fallen ' 
away, to be renewed again Jto penance." But 
we earnestly assure both him and his readers, 
that, much cause as we have for resentment, we 
have not been moved to oppose him from that 
feeling, but from a sacred regard for truth; from 
a fear that some might be taught to think evil of 
us, and others might be confirmed in their ani- 
mosity against us, by statements coming from a 

N 



r 



134 CHAPTER IV. 

priest once of our comniunion; aad from an 
earnest desire to vindicate our venerated Church 
from the bitter enemy she has found in one, for- 
merly of her o\%n household. To i^&y oar faith 
is '' far more precious than gold/' and our religion 
dearer than any earthly prospects or rewards : 
our ancestors clun^ to it in the darkness of per- 
secution, and we shall eagerly defend it against 
those who would make our days of comparative 
" peace, most bitter." Our prayer is with the 
holy Psalmist : -'^ Thou heist taught me, O God^ 
from my youth : and till now 1 will declare thy 
wonderful works. And unto old age and gr*'y 
hairs, O Godyforsake me not!" — Psalm Ixx, 17, lb. 
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